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Ohio Bills. 

sell interests are trying to jam the Elson bill, permitting 
consolidations, through the Ohio legislature. From a pub- 
lic standpoint, an Ohio man seems to have gone to the nub 
of the matter in the following paragraph: 

“The writer believes, and this view is shared by a great 
many telephone men, that it is impossible to pass such a 
law without seriously affecting the provisions of the anti- 
trust law of the state. It must be apparent to any thinking 
person that if competing telephone companies, or, in fact, 
any competing concerns, are premitted to combine, then the 
state is immediately placed in a position where it may be 
charged with making fish of one and fowl of the other, 
if it permits one combination and refuses the other.” 

The Billingslea bill provides for physical connection. 
Grounds for opposing such a bill have repeatedly been set 
forth by us in connection with previous measures, in other 
states, which have been defeated. 

As a matter of fact, the Bell telephone people will act- 
ually try to prove to the legislature that the telephone busi- 
ness is peculiar—but not after the fashion of the heathen 
Chinee. A few Independent telephone men have caught up 


the monopoly talk—and their motives of self-interest are evi- 





dent in a more contemptible fashion than those of the Bell 
people. They are out for the money, and are ready to 
gouge before they have tried to persuade. Now, every- 
body despises a “piker,” or “tin horn.” Monopoly might be 
made agreeable—for a time—to Ohio people if run from a 
But local 
Be- 
sides—would the Bell people work on this for years and 
This talk of their 


wanting to throw off losing térritory is not to be taken 


distance, by a big man, like Vail, or Morgan. 
monopolists—what sort of a figure would they cut? 
then let somebody else reap the profit? 
too seriously. It has never come from a man ‘in authority. 

The safety of the investor in small companies of Ohio 
depends on his joining in the movement to show the legis- 


lature the fallacy of permitting consolidations, and dual 


connections. 





Maintenance Supervision. 

There is a vast difference between clearing trouble and main- 
The one is narrow, demanding skill in crafts- 
The other is broad, and 


taining a plant. 
manship, but no organizing ability. 
a test of manging powers. 
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The wire chief who qualifies as a superintendent of main- 
tenance—and that is the job every wire chief should try to make 
himself fit, no matter what the title—devotes his chief efforts 
to seeing that trouble is infrequent. Clearing it once it occurs 
is easy. The man who keeps trouble out is the money saver. 

Inspection and records are the key to success in this work. 
They show up the weak spots, both in men and equipment. A 
correct system is the first essential; then its steady, consistent 
enforcement. 


_— 





Telephone Service as a Commodity. 

The import of a prominent bill now before the Ohio 
legislature is conceived by some persons to hinge on the 
interpretation of the word “commodity,” the question being 
whether telephone service is legally included in the term. 
This is a question which cannot be decided in advance 
with certainty, as no court of last resort has ever passed 
upon the subject. It must therefore be decided by analogy 


‘ 


and principle. The word “commodity” is used in two 
senses, One a primary and more comprehensive sense, the 
other a secondary and commercial sense. 

In its primary and more comprehensive sense the word 
means convenience, advantage, benefit or profit. Minot vs. 
Winthrop, 162 Mass., 113, 119, 38 N. E., 512, 26 L. R. A,, 
259. According to Webster’s International Dictionary the 
use of the word in this sense is obsolete. Page 286. 
However, this use of the word has been held to be con- 
templated by statutes conferring the power to levy ex- 
cise taxes. Hamilton Mfg. Co. vs. Mass., 6 Wall. (U. S.) 
632, 640, 18 L. Ed. 904; Portland Bank vs. Apthorp, 12 
Mass., 252. Some of the cases giving the word this mean- 
ing are too modern to be called obselete. Minot vs. Win- 
throp, supra, McKeon vs. Wolf, 77 Ill. App. 325, 334, 
Seechley vs. Mulville, 102 Iowa, 602, 608, 70 N. W., 107, 
71 N. W., 428, 63 A. S. R., 479. In this sense it would 
seem that telephone service might be comprehended as 
being a convenience, advantage or benefit. As the fran- 
chise of a corporation has been held to be a commodity, 
the use of the word as including a service would not be 
unreasonable. Gleason vs. McKay, 134 Mass. 419, 424. 

In its secondary and commercial sense the word “com- 
modity” signifies any movable or tangible thing which 
affords auvantage, profit or convenience and which is 
bought and sold. Queen Ins. Co. vs. State, 86 Texas, 250, 
265, 24 S. W., 397, 22 L. R. A., 483; 8 Cyc., 338. Under the 
Texas Anti-Trust Law of March 30, 1899, prohibiting trusts 
for restrictions in trade or the production, price or rates 
of transportation for commodities or articles of commerce, 
a contract of insurance has been held to be not a com- 
modity, the court rejecting the more comprehensive sense 
of the word and adopting its commercial meaning. Refer- 
ring to the commercial meaning, the court said: 

“We think that this was the meaning intended to be 
given to it by the legislature in the statute in question. 
This clearly appears by the context. The language de- 





scriptive of the second category of offenses—‘to limit or 
reduce the production or increase or reduce the price of 


merchandise or commodities’—implies that a commodity 
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is something that may be produced; so, by that description, 
of the third class, a commodity is something that may be 
manufactured, made, transported, and sold; in the fourth, 
it implies something that may be sold, used or consumed; 
and so, also, the fifth and last class, it relates to a com- 
modity that is the subject of sale and transportation.” 
Queen Ins. Co. vs. State, supra, 491. 

If the Ohio courts followed the Texas case, telephone 
service might be held to be not a commodity. 





A Picturesque L—r. 

Leland Hume is one of the most picturesque leaders in the 
telephone industry. He says he will fire any employee who 
smokes cigarettes, and holds an immense force in line at amus- 
ingly low wages by preaching loyalty to the company, and hold- 
ing forth hopes of promotion to the general manager’s job, 
to which he rose by industry and natural powers from a po- 
sition as a grocer’s boy. And he talks so earnestly that he 
makes his audience forget that he is a hale and hearty man, 
with a strangle hold on his job—which, after all, is only one 
man’s job. He is a beautiful talker on religion and morals, 
but will abandon his brotherly love and sling billingsgate like 
a drunken fishwife as soon as he confronts an Independent 
Shield. 

Did you read his compliments to Independent construction 
in last week’s TELEPHONY? Mr. Speed, of Munroe, counters 
this week with Shreveport and Blake transmitters; the latter 
a blow to the chin, we take it. Ask some of the Nashville re 
tail grocers. 

Then, take a look at the photograph on page 255. See how 
the Cumberland loads its old poles and trusts to luck. What a 
nasty mess of cables that itinerant street car did show up. 
But, of course, it was not poor construction that made the 
line such an easy prey. It is the same lead shown in another 
photograph, a few weeks back: a lot of poles came down. This 
belongs to the Old Line company—the Cumberland. See where 
he got the name! 


You have seen that advertising of the Associated Bell com- 


panies. There is a line One Policy, One System, Universal 


Service. We always thought pecple were expected to trust that 
line. But Mr. Hume got touchy about free service, has repudi- 
ated for the Cumberland all participation in the policy of other 
Bell companies on this point, and said he can only speak for 
the Cumberland. This sounds good for the Old Line company, 
but puts the other poor fellows in utter darkness. 

Wherever you try to get a line on that One Policy talk, you 
find you have an exception. It is a talking point, we suppose. 
But the associate general managers don’t back up their adver- 
tising. There ought to be some truth in a talking point. 

TELEPHONY is always glad to have a contribution from Mr. 
Hume, red fire, impudence and all. His saucy little way of 
putting things is natural to him. Say Independent and he goes 
crazy with the heat. The “little man” has to have some weak 
spots—bless his heart. We wish he would help us show up 
any promoter who tries to sell out to the Bell interests. Any 
evidence he submits will be printed without delay—and the 
promoter will have a hard time working the same game at a 


new place. 
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A Trip to 


St. Joseph 


. By Franklin H. Reed 


The visitor gets his first impression of St. Joseph when 
he enters the hotel. It is the kind New York builds for its 
millionaire visitors—only there is more breathing space 
in the lobby, cafes, and in the rooms themselves. It was 
designed to accommodate 500 guests, with an eye to the 
future, and represents an investment contributed by men 
with local pride, who were willing to wait for returns. 
3ut it paid the very first year, and handsomely, too. It is a 
sign that the commissions on St. Joseph’s business mount 
into good figures. St. Joseph is a live town, but its over- 
flow of energy is not frothy—it is a mark of vitality, nour- 
ished by a good trade. A short time ago ten thousand 
dollars was subscribed in ten minutes at a meeting to start 
a ball team—there is a good country club—but the people 
keep the streets clean, stay at home nights, and spend their 
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ually acquired a knowledge of the great country beyond— 
and made their city a principal outfitting point for plains- 
men and mountaineers. It was the first wholesale mer- 
chandise market established west of the Mississippi. This 
is how St. Joseph got into business. It has been building 
up ever since. 

Now the bank clearings average $1,370,850 per week— 
the post office takes in about a thousand dollars a day, and 
the custom house about $120,000 a year. The combined 
capital of the banks is $1,875,000, and aggregate capital 
and surplus $2,842,772. The tax valuation is $48,797,482. 
About $65,000,000 a year represents the value of manu- 
factured goods turned out in the city. There are 800 retail 
stores in St. Joseph and 75 wholesale houses. Their goods 
and the city’s factory products are extensively distributed. 





Main Building of the St. Joseph Home Telephone Company, St. Joseph, Mo.; Contains General Offices, Toll and Trunk Switchboards, 
and 9,600 Line Subscribers’ Board. 


money sensibly, or, rather, invest it wisely. For this city 
of 135,000 people has 49 millionaires—count them—49—to 
whom it points with pride; and the men whose dollars 
have passed the fifty and 100,000 mark are numerous. 
Walk up the hills and you see substantial residences of 
brick and stone—old and new, and all ages between. And 
then journey out into the suburbs, and run down parallel 
to the river and you cross streets lined with wooden 
houses, comfortable, well kept, built to live in and owned 
by the people who dwell in them. These give the impres- 
sion of a growing town, whose people are thrifty. 

St. Joseph is proud of its history and its steady progress. 
It was the western terminus of the first railroad to the 
Missouri river. The famous Pony Express, the pioneer 
mail service to the mountains and Pacific slope, made this 
its headquarters. Listening to tales of thrilling adventure 
brought back by the mail riders, the hearty traders grad- 
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There are ten produce commission firms. The stock yards 
rank fourth in size in the country. Six railway trunk lines 
pass through the city and provide the facilities which help 
to make St. Joseph such an important wholesale center. 
There are 3,300 traveling men whose homes are in the city. 
Some of these figures sound dry, but consider them in rela- 
tion to the future of a local and long-distance telephone sys- 
tem and it will be admitted that they point in the right 
direction. 

Enough has been said to indicate that the city makes a 
good impression on a stranger and treats its home folks 
well. One might go on and tell that it is the county seat, 
with an imposing court house, and has substantial and 
well equipped libraries and schools, city lighting plant, and 
so on, all at a tax rate of $1.80. But telephone men have 
no time to visit schools—contracts for school service are 
written at the city hall. The main attraction in St. 


hatin 
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Joseph today is the Home Telephone Company itself. Ru- 
mors of it have sifted out and men who are interested in 
the business in half a dozen different ways have been won- 
dering just what St. Joseph was producing in this line 
during the past year. Those who go to the Missouri con- 

















Theodore Gary, Organizer and President of the Company. 


vention, which is to be held in that city next spring, will 
have a chance to see an exceptional plant. 

Until Theodore Gary took hold of it, St. Joseph had a 
bad telephone record. Everybody knows that. A little 
old Independent system had been built, and, in the course 
of time, allowed to fall pretty much into pieces. The 
Bell people had had their spasm of good service and 
hustling for business during competition, and then fallen 
back to their natural gait. People instinctively knew there 
must be a better kind of service, but put up with what 
they could get, and the Bell company added a few stations 
every year. Simply another case of let well enough alone 
—the boss is in Boston, where the profits go, and what’s 
the use of hustling. The Bell telephone man in a town 
without competition usually feels, we imagine, very much 
like the horse which runs one of these treadmill arrange 
ments for sawing wood—a steady job, easy work, and 
square meals, but mighty !ittle variety in the scenery. 

St. Joseph is a conservative place. It doesn’t fuss and 
hold meetings, and get people to spend their money and 
then go home and forget about it. But, nevertheless, it 
did want a good telephone system. There are some towns 
which won’t have anything really good, at any kind of 
price. St. Joe wants the substance and not the shadow; 
and it has the price, and the business sense to make a 
fair trade. 

Look the country over for a set of conditions creating a 
demand, and a man to supply it, and one could not find a 
more appropriate combination than the telephoning of 
St. Joseph and Theodore Gary. There is no question but 
what it was a hard proposition—financing the right kind 
of a company—for when Mr. Gary had things going right at 
Topeka, and was all ready to put in his time on St. Joseph, 
the panic came, and St. Joseph was financed in hard times. 

Mr. Gary says the financial plans are laid on old lines, re- 
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established. But he certainly has pioneer rights to their 
application in the telephone field. He has got away from 
the old idea of putting a deceptive fictitious value on the 
common stock. d@he common stock controls the plant, 
having the votes; but its issue is limited, and dividends 
are fixed on a basis that keeps the common stockholders 
hustling to earn money for the other investors before they 
get returns on their own investment, dividends being de- 
clared on the basis of actual investment, and not on 
fictitious figures printed on the stock certificates. 

The company has an authorized capital stock of $2,000,- 
000; $1,980,000 of which is preferred stock and divided into 
shares of one hundred dollars each; 20,000 shares of which 
is common stock, divided into shares of the nominal par 
value of one dollar each. All of the common stock is 
issued to the present stockholders, but 12,500 shares are 
deposited with the trustee as an evidence of good faith, 
and as an additional guarantee to the investor in the bonds 
of the company. Preferred stock does not give the holder 
a right to vote, or in any way participate in the control of 
the company. It is not issued, nor likely to be issued, until 
the bonds begin to mature. 

There is an authorized issue of $2,000,000 of 6 per cent 
bonds. The common stock is withdrawn from the trustee 
in the ratio of 1 per cent of the capitalization, and only as 
bonds are issued; that is, every time a one hundred dollar 
bond is issued, one share of common stock can be with- 
drawn from the trustee. The company is pledged to pay a 
dividend as soon as the earnings will permit, at the rate of 
one dollar per share when the net earnings amount to 
$30,000; two dollars per share when the net earnings amount 
to $40,000; three dollars per share when the net earnings 
amount to $50,000; and four dollars, five dollars and six dol- 
lars for next successive steps of $10,000. This net profit will 
be distributed among the common stockholders. 

The courts have always taken the total investment into 
consideration when the question of what constituted fair 
returns On a property was being considered. The common 
stock, which is written at $20,000 par, represents an in- 
vestment of something over $180,000, in the St. Joseph 
Home plant. There are now seventy-five hundred shares 
outstanding and seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars of 

















Buford Adams, President’s Representative. 


bonds; three hundred thousand dollars more bonds come 
out as soon as 2,500 telephones are installed. After that, 
according to the provisions of the mortgage, new bonds 
can be drawn to reimburse the company at the rate of 
ninety per cent of the new additions and betterments. 


























February 26, 1910 


Under this plan there is no necessity of writing any 
fictitious values in the capital account; stock is fully paid 
up; in fact, the balance sheet shows a large surplus at this 
time. The company does its own construction. There is 
no necessity of an intermediate agency usually called a 
construction company, through which to clear fictitious 
values; neither is there any construction or promotion 
profit. The plant is built on its own merits. If there is 
any profit to be made it will be made in operating the 
plant, not loading it in its construction. 

This stock has been selling at from thirty-five to forty 
dollars a It is already proven that the stated par 
value has nothing to do with the real value of the stock. 

Mr. Gary’s financial plan did what it was intended to do 
—it provided agreements to control the funds secured to 
build the plant, and established the basis for division of 
future profits, if profits there shall be. And there must 
be profits if the public is going to get the steadily expand- 
ing service it needs, for an Independent telephone system 
benefits a community not only by the accuracy, rapidity 
and courtesy of its service, but by the steadiness with 
which it expands its time saving, money making facilities. 

The plant and organization are the producing elements— 
the character of these, and the public demand determine 
the future of such an enterprise. The Home company 
makes a good start on all three lines. In buying material 
Mr. Gary had the advantage of purchasing under stiff 
competition. There was no fancy loading of prices. Qual- 
ity was determined by the Home company’s engineers, 
through careful inspection, and tests of approved types. 
In its completed plant the company had the immense ad- 
vantage, both as regards value obtained for money ex- 
pended and adequacy from a service standpoint, of having 
built the main parts of its system all at once, with a good 
conception of the city’s real needs. Extensions will be 
made by building on to what already exists, and is planned 
with a economical extension, rather than by 
total replacements, and patchwork. The whole appear- 
ance of the system, to the eye of one in the habit of mak- 
suggests the idea that its builders have 
the 


share. 


view to 


ing comparisons, 


an exceptionally clear conception of permanence of 

















Geo. B. Roberts, Engineer. 


the telephone business, the economy of intelligent building 
for the future, and the necessity of providing the means of 
giving a high grade service. 

The engineers in charge of the plant not only worked 
out the plan for laying out the system, but kept watch of 
its building from the day the first pick was struck into 
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the ground. Charles H. Ledlie of St. Louis was con- 
sulting engineer. The man on the job, who has brought 
to bear not only the experience of years, but an enthusiasm 
which has enabled him to carry off cheerfully an amount 
of work that would have fairly stumped many an engi- 

















At Work on the New Building which was Completed in Record 


Breaking Time. 
Geo. B. Roberts. He was in charge of the engi- 
neering of Independent systems at Fort Wayne, Terre 
Haute, Indianapolis and the rebuilding of Topeka. His 
work at St. Joseph shows the results of good experience 
at all previous places. Construction is not only well laid 
out and clean in appearance, but solid. Low maintenance 
costs will surely be a big item in the future of this plant. 
The records are complete and accurate and labor costs 
show the result of skillful, painstaking supervision. The 
final cost ran below the estimate. 

The central office building is always the first point of a 
system visited, and is likely to be the best place to size up 
the character of the company as a going concern. 

The building is substantially constructed, according to 
modern, fireproof principles. It is of three stories, with 
a high basement. Vitrified brick is the material for the 
walls. All floors, the roof, beams and columns are of re- 
inforced concrete. Partitions are of tile. Metal frames 
and wire glass are fitted to all windows on exposed sides. 
Booths, with space for the public to await completion of 
toll calls at the rear of the vestibule, and the general office, 
are on the first floor. The second floor has in front the 
engineer’s office and a draughting and record room. At 
the back, on the north side, are the terminal room, and 
battery room; on the south operators’ locker 
room, and an office for the superintendent of maintenance. 
The third floor has the operating room on the north side, 
and along the south are an infirmary, lunch room, kitchen, 
and toilet room for operators. Nothing cramped about 
these quarters. 

A steam-heating plant is located in the basement. A 
modern ventilating system will change the air in the oper- 
ating room and girls’ lunch and rest rooms four times each 
hour. Air ‘will be washed and cooled and forced up 
through ventilating ducts, of which four into the 
operating room and one each in the rest room and lunch 
room, at the ceiling. There must be no 
and throat troubles or excuse for a tired feeling due to 
bad air in this operating room. Good health and a cheer- 
ful temper make good service. 

The building is finished in birch mahogany. The 
niture is of solid mahogany, bought from the local agents 
of the Derby Desk Company at Boston, all being built on 
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special designs. The walls are tinted green, the ceilings 
to a cream color. Cork carpet is provided in the offices. 

The entrance to the operating room, as well as to the 
second floor quarters, is through the main vestibule. This 
is finished in white enamel tile, as is the stairway to the 
second floor. Stair treads and risers are of best Tennessee 
marble. Stair frames are of iron. There is a minimum 
amount of wood in the entire building. 

The main building is 52x55 feet in size. The lot leaves 
five feet on the south and three feet clear space on the 
north. When growth of equipment requires it, the build- 
ing can be extended to the rear of the lot. 

On the south side of the building an iron gate opens 
into a walk leading to the warehouse, at the rear of the 
main building. The warehouse is a one-story, 60x60 it. 
building of tile, with a concrete floor. There is ample space 
for material, which is compactly and neatly stored, readily 
accessible. At the rear there is space for two wagons and 
four horses. An office for the construction foreman and 
warehouse keeper occupies one corner, facing the alley. 

The south exchange, which is planrfed for an ultimate of 
2,400 lines is housed in a building of 25-foot frontage, ex- 
tending back full width for 33 feet, then 19 feet wide to 
a total length of 75 feet. It is strictly fire proof, with a 
concrete roof, tile floor and metal frames and wire glass 
in windows. The buildings were constructed under the 
supervision of Mr. Roberts. 

The company started out to make an efficiency record 
in its construction. The building was erected and switch- 
board made ready for service in a hundred days. The com- 
pany began taking contracts on July 1, 1909, and about 
4,000 have been secured. These advance contracts, taken 
before the company was able to show the quality of its 
service, included 15 branch exchanges, the competing com- 
pany having only 42 branch exchange contracts after years 
of occupation of the field. Among the important contract- 
ors for Home service are all the banks, three of which have 
branch exchanges, all the wholesale groceries, one having 
a branch exchange, and all the hotels, including one branch 
exchange. The Home company has its telephones in the 
city building and exclusive connection to the police and 
fire alarm system. 

The company is putting in telephones now at the rate 
of about 50 per day and expects to have at least 10,000 
subscribers within two years. 

The rates on which this business is being taken are as 
follows: 


Business. Residence. 


Individual line service ................. $40.00 $30.00 
Two party line service ............... 35.00 25.00 
Four party ne Service ...... 26.0808. 32,00 22.00 


Desk sets extra, $5.00 per annum; extension sets, $1.00 
per month. 

The Bell rates are $60 and $30 respectively for special 
line business and residence service, $48 and $24 for two 
party line, jack per station. The residence rate was re- 
duced from $36 to $30 Oct. 1 last—a demonstration of the 
value of competition which has helped the Home company. 

The Home company now has contracts with a large 
number of country lines outside of St. Joseph, and will 
soon be furnishing city service to several hundred rural 
subscribers. 

Not only is the local exchange business being taken on 
at a rapid rate, but already the toll board is handling a 
good average of tickets every day. This business has most 
excellent prospects when new construction now under way 
or planned for the immediate future is completed. 

The St. Joseph Home Long Distance Telephone com- 
pany was organized by Mr. Gary and his associates last 
September, with a capital stock of $1,250,000. The financial 
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plan was similar to that adopted for the Home company. 
The company: has acquired by purchase 275 miles of 
poles, on which there are 745 miles of wire, thus forming 
the nucleus of a system centered in St. Joseph. Contracts 
for connection with Independent plants, most of which 
are for a 49-year term, have been secured to the number 
of 29. These contracts are exclusively Independent, that 
is with companies having no connection with the compet- 
ing lines. 

Estimates for heavy construction and rebuilding, which 
will thoroughly cover the trade territory in the vicinity 
of St. Joseph .are outlined, and work on them is now well 
under way. These estimates at present cover 667 miles of 
new toll line with 1,167 circuit miles of wire. They cover new 
lines to Albany and Macon, Missouri; Marysville, Kansas; 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, and several smaller points near St. 
Joseph. A new pole line under construction by the Kan- 
sas City Long Distance Co. will cut 35 miles off the 
present route to St. Joseph and provide immediately five 
physical and two phantom circuits; business is being sent 
through Lincoln, Nebraska, over present circuits. 

The organization of the company is already in permanent 
operating form, and good men are at the heads of all de- 
partments. Mr. Buford Adams, who has the title of presi- 
dent’s representative, is manager of the local company and 
in direct charge of the development of the long distance 
property. He is a thoroughly. experienced and competent 
practical man, and, in addition, is familiar with St. Joseph, 
having been manager of the Bell exchange there several 
years ago, at the time when it made its best growth. When 
Mr. Adams took hold the Bell company had 900 subscrib- 
ers, aS against 1,800 in the competing system, but in four 
years Mr. Adams built the list up to 4,000. More recently 
he has been in the west, and was in the Independent field 
some time before taking up his present work at St. Joseph. 

The operating and maintenance departments are in 
charge of Mr. W. M. Hershey, who brings to this work 
an experienced gained at Topeka, where the conditions 
have been maintained on a basis very satisfactory to the 
public, as well as to the telephone company. 

The organization line-up shows that the needs of the 

















Laying the Concrete Roof of the Telephone Building. 


company and the public have been carefully considered, 
as is apparent from the accompanying chart. 

The Home Telephone Company and the associated long 
distance corporation have made a good start. The plant 
is laid out to give the best possible grade of service, and 
still it may be operated and maintained for a cost some- 
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what below what experience has shown to be the normal in 
many of the best plants of the country. Its field for growth 
is among the substantial people of a city where the 
present telephone development of the competing organ- 
ization is apparently far less than what it ought to be. 
There seems to be no question but that the Home com- 
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Organization Chart of the St. Joseph Home Telephone Co. 


pany is fitted to give better service for less money than its 
competitor on the basis of plant efficiency, local invest- 
ment and operating costs, and this advantage is capable of 
being increased as both plants grow. The long distance 
system will not only be an active competitor of the other 
company for long haul business between important cities, 
but will enjoy the advantage obtained through connections 
with the neighboring Independent companies, which will 
thrive as they have never before flourished St. Joseph is 
surrounded by one of the most fertile agricultural districts 
in the world, and there will undoubtedly be a large amount 
of short haul business. 

In addition to these natural advantages, the company 
promised something exceptional to people who were not 
connected with the service they were getting, and up to 
date has made good on its promise. The sentiment of the 
community is strong in favor of the Home company and 
nowhere does this sentiment appear stronger than among 
the substantial business men of the place. 





Service.* 
By L. E. Hurtz. 

In this western country where camps have grown to set- 
tlements, settlements to villages, and villages to cities 
within a generation, the people have been quick to adapt 
themselves to new conditions. As soon as their village was 
put on the map, they began to cry for all kinds of public 
improvements, and the very spirit that demanded these im- 
provements, forced the growth and resources of the com- 
munity. 

With other improvements came the telephone. 
the first systems were well built, but on account of the inex- 
perience of the builders, the construction of most was 
usually faulty. However. the people welcomed the new 
service and its use, at first, a luxury, soon became a neces- 
sity. After the novelty had worn off the people began to 
demand better service; they wanted central offices open late 
at night and on Sundays and holidays; they demanded 
better equipment and less heavily loaded lines. 

It is now generally recognized that for any public serv- 
ice corporation to be successful it must give value re- 
ceived—the service must be good. The public is usually 
willing to pay well for good service, but objects seriously 
when it has to pay for poor or fair service. 


Some of 





*A paper presented at the Annual Convention of the Nebraska 
Independent Telephone Association. 
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The word “service” in our business is synonymous to the 
business itself. We do not rent telephone instruments, or 
switchboards or bells, but sell telephone service. This fea- 
ture of our excuse for existence is too often forgotten by 
the operator who thinks if he has good equipment and a 
good plant and furnishes finely finished instruments, that 
he has fulfilled his duty to the public. 

While good equipment and construction are necessary to 
the best service, the chain can be no stronger than its 
weakest link. Other considerations enter into good service, 
prominent among them being good operating, consisting of 
careful painstaking attention to the condition and operation 
of the equipment, courteous treatment to all subscribers, 
prompt action in both routine matters and to complaints. 
To render this kind of service, the operating force must be 
well balanced, composed of conscientious, well trained em- 
ployes working under strict discipline who realize fully the 
fact that they are public servants doing a great public serv- 
ice; that the patrons of the exchange must always be re- 
spected, since they are the people who are paying the 
salaries and other expenses of the company; that poor serv- 
ice, impertinence or carelessness will ultimately bring the 
same result as recorded in the fable of the man who killed 
the goose that laid the golden egg. 

One point that should be emphasized is that to get the 
desired result the entire plant must be maintained at a 
high point of efficiency. Too many Independent exchanges 
were built without considering this feature, and many now 
realize, and others will, that a high degree of maintenance 
is necessary and pays well. 

The writer is of the opinion that the most important 
point for all our companies to watch is to maintain their 
plants well. Each of you can see places where your plant 
is weak, try to strengthen it at once before some wind 
storm or sleet comes along to wreck and cause many times 
as much expense. 

With a high degree of maintenance, careful operating and 
proper supervision, you will have no trouble in giving sat- 
isfactory service. 





A. S. Hibbard Discusses Telephone Traffic Before Chicago 
Electric Club. 

The Chicago Electric Club at its weekly dinners has the 
pleasure of listening to talks on timely topics from the lead- 
ing men of the city. One of the recent speakers was A. S. 
Hibbard, vice-president and general manager of the Chicago 
Telephone Company, whose subject was “Telephone Traffic and 
Problems in Chicago.” Mr. Hibbard spoke in an interesting 
way of the growth of the industry and the art, and the rapid 
pace at which employes of his company must advance to keep 
abreast of new ideas. The modern idea of co-operation is 
heing taken up among the departments as a means of improv- 
ing the service. 

Discussing rates and classes of service, Mr. Hibbard stated 
that the coin box system, where a nickel is deposited for every 
call, has been the means of greatly expanding the telephone 
business in Chicago. There are at present something over 
80,000 of these telephones in service, and an average of 30,000 
subscribers has been the yearly gain since the inauguration of 
this type of service. 

The company finds that the ratio of removals to new instal- 
lations is about 50 per cent. 


— 


Home Company of’ Oakland, California, Plans $500,000 Ex- 
tensions. 

The Home Telephone Company of Oakland intends $500,000 
in the extension of its system to Alameda, according to an- 
nouncement of Manager T. C. Craig. A separate exchange 
centrally located in Alameda and an extensive underground 
cable system will be installed. 
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The Citizens Company of Grand Rapids 


The Stockholders Side—Station Analysis— History—Present Development—Service at Five Cents a Day Makes 
Dividends for a Small Army. 


By J. C. Kelsey 


The capitalistic idea is something like planting an orch- 
ard. A man usually is in middle age when he does it, and 
he rarely lives to see the full fruition of his work. Like- 
wise, the small investor is well along in years and most cor- 
porations see to it that he does not live to see any division 
of surplus earnings, which are so often held back and used 
elsewhere, under the guise of ultra-conservative manage- 
ment. 





It is a great deal preferable to be a stockholder in a 
corporation which, in paying honestly earned dividends 
regularly, lays itself open to the possible criticism of weak- 
ening itself, than one in an ultra rich and powerful corpora 
tion that pays a sickly dividend and holds back great sums 
of money in the guise of surplus. 





A concern which honestly earns a $10 dividend and pays 
$9 of it is more to be commended than one which earns 
$16 and pays $8 of it. 

The horse which gets the grass in the summer time is 
better off than the horse enclosed in a strong stall, which 
has a promise of grass or can see it in an inaccessible pas- 
ture. 





In fact, the usual management or board of directors, as 
soon as they get strong enough, treat their stockholders a 
great deal like wards in an insane asylum. 

This does not mean that I am apologizing for the Citi- 
zens’ Telephone Co., because they do not need it. 





If anyone thinks that they are paying dividends out of 
proceeds of stock sales and has a grudge against this 
company, let him invoke the law of Michigan. The law 
there is particularly severe in-its punishment of this of- 
fense. 

The Citizens’ Telephone Co. has $119 invested, receives 
$22.79 per station, and pays the stockholders $9 dividend. 

The Chicago Telephone Co. has $141 invested, receives 
$40 per station and pays the stockholder $8.75. 

The former charges the people about half the money the 
latter does, and yet it pays the stockholders a little more 
money. 





The former pays for extensions and additions by stock 
sales or additions to capital, and the latter pays for exten- 
sions out of earnings. The former is fairer with the public. 

The former has a steadily growing capitalization and the 
latter has one that grows by fitful leaps and bounds, accord- 
ing to the watchfulness of the authorities and the greed 
of the controlling powers for melons. 

It is a case of one board of directors willing to pay out 
$9 to the stockholder when they have earned $10 or $11 
and the other feeling so ultra conservative that they must 
have $20 earned before they dare to pay out $8.75. 


> 


It was in 1893 that Mr. E. B. Fisher, an editor of the 
Daily Eagle in Grand Rapids, ran across an article in the 
Scientific American, which stated that, as the basic tele- 
phone patent had expired, there was a possibility of rates 
being reduced by reason of cessation of royalties. 
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He wrote an article in the Eagle which aroused the 
Board of Trade and the town generally, and they de- 
manded a lowering of the telephone rates. But they were 
laughed at by the natural monopolist. 





In the fall of 1894, Mr. Charles R. Sligh, hunting for 
timber to make Grand Rapids furniture, sailed to Central 
America from New Orleans. On the ship was a man by 
the name of Brett. You have read of his widow, Mrs. 
Annie Brett, who carried on his work in telephone mat 
ters in Texas. Mr. Brett told him that there was a chance 
to build a company under the Harrison patent. 

Accordingly, Sligh and Brett came back to Grand Rapids 
and asked for a franchise in the name of S. B. Jenks and 
others, with V. J. Stewart as counsel. Being granted one, 
the Michigan Harrison Telephone Co. was organized and 
$50,000 worth of stock was sold. 

C. F. Rood and Mr. Fisher became stockholders, too. 
Finally Mr. Brett became ill and left . In the summer of 
1895 Mr. Fisher became president, C. F. Rood vice-presi- 
dent, and Mr. Musselman, now candidate for governor, 
secretary. 





In 1895 the Bell exchange at Grand Rapids had 1,400 
subscribers and was known as the largest exchange per 
capita in America. ‘ 





On Oct. 7, 1895, the office pole, 75 feet high, costing $11 
then, was set. An American Electric board was installed 
on a floor of a rented building. 





On July 1, 1896, 832 subscribers began to pay for service, 
$36 for business and $24 for residence, with a $2 bonus for 
each quarter-mile distance. 





July 4, 1896, the first toll line was put into operation 
between Holland and Grand Rapids. Mr. Fisher and Mr. 
Ware and J. R. Watson of Holland borrowed $1,200 be- 
tween them and gave the city its first outside Independent 
connection. 

This was purely a personal venture and marks these 
men as real pioneers. 





July 1, 1897, saw $86,735 capital stock outstanding and 
1,976 telephones were in service. Cost per station, $44. 

July 1, 1898, saw $129,960 paid in, with 2,339 stations in 
service. Cost $56 per telephone. Lines growing longer. 

July 1, 1899, saw $205,850 outstanding and 2,915 tele- 
phones. Many long distance points were reached. Cost, 
$70 per station. 

July 1, 1900, saw $391,125 outstanding stock and 5,459 
telephones in service. Cost per station, $71. By this time, 
the exchanges of Muskegon, Lansing, Holland and many 
comprehensive points were acquired and became a part of 
the company. 





At this time there was a raid upon the stock, but a pool- 
ing agreement kept the slate clear. 





July 1, 1901, saw $571,380 worth of stock outstanding 
«znd 6,960 telephones. Cost per station, $82. 
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July 1, 
phones. 


1902, saw $847,065 outstanding and 10,496 tele- 
Cost per station, $80. 





July 1, 1903, the company joined the millionaire group, 
and $1,212,880 of stock had been issued, with 13,981 tele- 
phones to show for it. Cost per station, $86. 





At this point the statement showed the following: “It 
has been repeatedly stated that no apprehension was felt 
over possible litigation by the Bell company on patent 
questions. This opinion is now justified by the opinion 
handed down on the 16th by the United States Court of 
Appeals affirming the decision of the lower court against 
the Berliner patent with costs for the appellees.” 





So you can see that as late as 1903 there was a chance 
of a big bonfire, such as was experienced by most of the 
Harrison exchanges earlier. 
$1,609,280, with 


July, was 


16,388 


1904, the outstanding capital 


stations. Cost per station, $98. 





In January, 1904, the automatic telephone system began 
operation. The rise in cost per station from $86 to $98 
is accounted for in the addition of 2,407 telephones, a new 
and the installation of the automatic 


exchange building 


exchange. 





In July, 1905, $1,910,985 was outstanding, with 19,642 sta- 


tions. Cost per station, $97. 





During the year the company became a multimillionaire 
concern. 





In July, 1906, outstanding stock was $2,324,940 and 23,644 


stations gave tribute. Cost, 


$98 per station. 





In July, 1907, 
company was serving 26,023 stations, at $106 per station. 


outstanding stock was $2,779,635 and the 





In July, 1908, outstanding stock was $3,054,85: 
stations numbered 26,826, or $113 per station. 


and the 





In July, 1909, the first day of the month saw $3,321,530 
outstanding and serving 27,855 stations, or $119 per station. 





Che increase in cost per station is easily justified by the 
building of an entire new system at Lansing, installing 
branch offices at Grand Rapids and laying many thousands 
of duct feet. 





When consider that this cost station includes 


1,647 miles of poles and 4,785 circuit miles given to long 
has 


you per 


distance business, can see that no extravagance 


tolerated. 


you 


been 





You can see for yourself that there has been no stock 
dividend, nor has there ever been a single dollar’s worth 
of water poured in. 





The company’s books can be opened to a commission at 
any time without embarrassment. And that is unusual, too. 





The income account for 1908-1909, ending June 30, is 
as follows: 


EARNINGS. 
ies NN. Bo Sik tc aa cn daneee cheese aeek eer R eas $497,262.02 
Lone Distance INCOME. 2... cccccccccscccscesereceseveces 125,092.03 
I SOIR «iat Sacaw ease ane t esgeiba eibesGcerGes eugene 11,102.22 


$633,456.27 
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The average rentals are not quite $18 a year and the 
average tolls $4.50. 

Think of it, the people of that section 
service of a company controlling nearly 
and paying but five cents a day for it. 

Any district of people that will insist upon rates being 
kept at $15 and $12 or some point lower than cost, because 
some over-enthusiastic person secured a franchise before 
he knew how much it would cost, ought to be examined 
for trichinae or some disease ordinarily allotted to hogs. 
In fact, the competitors of the Citizens ought to realize 
that they are a permanent institution 
pounding on rates. 


are enjoying the 
30,000 telephones 


and should quit 





EXPENSES. 
Operating Maintenance, Reconstruction and Depreciation.$328,597.25 
General Expense, interest, taxes, etC......cccsccccceces 49,460.88 
Dividends 255,398.14 





$633,456.27 
station is $9.01 and the cost 


in conjunction with the re- 


The average dividends per 
of operation and maintenance 


newal reserves amounts to $13.78 per station. 


The number of telephones in service in. detail is shown 


as follows: 


Grand Rapids TORRO. EOE occ s xecsaxesinad 20 
AUOMAN. «. ccs: : aot SES NN dita Fino tans caeemaclaare via 34 
PR anak 5 eae nein aa eee Sy NE, | ita ds Seanadae aia mate 429 
MIND, 2a. fores aang pase taueiespuare Role BO SN Sieik ocietcnsieerns falees 77 
Baldwin ..... Nuoeae mare neehs Me a NII og ovo. ois -btesacecia arr mci 77 
Ee eer era We MI a vic cen nce nee mene ares 208 
Oe TS Pree SOO WM CIEE oo occccis cian cassie 56 
Te I so oe we cseee is ; We) ROR, hx csavig xikesimrereiece'n. epee 103 
Byron COMfGP ....6.0005%: BOO. WE, sn 7ctendansunwcwes 3738 
CEs. gk Seduce wc seacaenes LDee MOE 55 eh bas cwwiaeenss 18 
CORSGOME. -nvesicccisoscecces. EE GREE scarier erewee es 325 
CEMRORSUUEE. 5 6cs.cisinisnsvss ey (ROS 555 Se oat a 120 
Cascade Springs ......... SD I occ Ceaawioeda esters 36 
CAI ok pn Sb ewer EEE a Ee ee te 310 
Coder BORG 5 ivsiccksccas BIS WOWOFBO oo occcs.ccicies sie ess 129 
CEASED iden ova sc aiccees RIO WROFERMOEE osc cc cece ccwness 33 
Cs otcre Wisi da ao ae eles alate ee ae ee 64 
EMIUOE sic cicaieccauewe pan 200 AGRE. cesdieeas we tenee 6 
EUR o8.05 own 250 si9 8 Gt 2 aS ve euiowenieles an 581 
ORIN ow ceas nena wah wsies Se a |” ee 6 
MOWNE: Scr aw ks eras tained esas BO TEGO ITIN ook inne betaen'es 174 
Wo esc Secamer eae Nok ee NE |g 5 50a sos be or 7 
Freeport .......-..--- es nS, a ee 353 
Vg | ee eee ca po eer ire 355 
IN ie ig cls p cieracerws sities CL Gand TiORe. ..ccis ses 106 
ROM oticts cat vmaigio meres an UP ING oo bas aide kee ea 306 
COSI. Hise vc cunecwcewes OR See og. ngs iciscdsenes 20 
RE i iss oe we era's wrncesw'e 8a RU. sihns diay eos Os eornipn 4 
BNI, yd 5c. ore wales qcoieeiereca 90 Suttons Bay <........ 26 
AS I rr re 744. Peaverse Cy «oo css ccws 1.699 
Pe errr earner es Pe, Gr. occ x cee cuties 25 
2 ee re SES) ME sik caticdcniesssiseen ee 3 
PR, pve Gx oe do awnsesis 105: VOTEONGVie. 2 .ecsieesicwedc 410 
EIUGUWORVINO ccs ten sscce ee ee 35 
I eae aa Sab ace ide maine TOG “WH Che vice cic eecaicics 70 
BO te ere eee Se I si Oy sa Shs atedisid snes 202 
er err 31 Leelanau Co, Toll Stations 6 
NEN Stach he wanna S20. Tem DEAE: so 6 iwiisvveccs 161 
OO. ec. tee 367 —_ 
eee ea iraee irene 1,697 RN 509 ho oacs bara tareettes 27,855 
New Construction for the year amounted to $212,825.77 
and is classified as follows: 
Lansing: on new exchange building, automatic appa- 
ratus, toll board, cables and outside construction. .$ 82,797.83 
Grand Rapids: underground conduit on Wealthy ave- 


nue, Lake avenue and neighboring streets, and 

on Hall street underground cable for south office; 

south office building, teams and barn property, 

east office lot and aerial cables, wires, telephones, 

Cte, Laer RO - WTI, k6o ia s.ciocicincscsvenvetesns 59,647.83 
Lake Odessa: setting poles, stringing wires, installing 

SOUR, “GER. Sc ccae cscs csewsnrccewbslesaen erases 15,154.04 
Greenville: underground conduit and cable, aerial cable, 

COTM. DOD “GER. occ.ncc cies adinbd's cba tiers cannvesae 9,900.73 


Construction work in other exchanges............+-++: 13,678.74 


“y 
35 miles poles, 6 miles iron metallic circuit, 247 miles 





copper metallic circuit added to Long Distance 
SUE <5. + Rewind esd Kae SEENCAMSCE ERAGE SAE EOE 31,646.60 
GED. «db: c edo dia sb ie inde bile wes ene enue penne esiad $212,825.77 


Following you will see a statement of stock issues, num- 
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ber of telephones, miles of toll lines, gross earnings and Surely, virtue is its own reward. Virtue and square 
dividends paid: dealing have gathered together practically an army of 
people who depend upon the Citizens’ Telephone Co. for 








i x) A 
Ss n 3 ws their income 
, ® = . n ” 
n 2. - one Ss wi =} i 
i O88. Sh: ESundsea op E In January they sold 26 pieces of stock to new buyers 
dg HSS 258 FAeneeeee s = i 
f $3 EE Be 5} o-2d_ es fe s,; and 45 pieces to old stockholders. 
as 2A Ba2ePaeas2 of 25 : : : . - iia 
: SB oe & Pe Seessesa 5s =o Think of it! Mr. Telephone Man, of selling from $250,000 
.. ast ce <I 3) _ — pe a 
i 1896 $ 47 200 839 . to $450,000 worth of stock every year. Who says telephone 
i} 1897 86,735 1976 $ 43,742.05 securities are not salable? 
Ki 1898 129,960 2339 57,524.50 $ 17,737.00 an? ‘ » se . . 
, , et an ] on ar Mr. Fishe 0 
i 1299 205.850 2915 300 400 72.832.56 | 12,408.43 I cal t help but enthuse over " i her, whom [ con 
1900 391,125 3347 5459 400 900 84 104,173.81 22,971.68 sider is entitled to the place of “Dean of the Telephone 
1901 571,380 3588 6960 774 1660 88 147,557.64 39,544.32 Faculty.” What a great career he has had, and how many 
i 1902 847,065 4523 10496 858 1917 105 198,110.98 56,255.75 le hay fited by hi Se 1 
. 1903 1,212,880 5165 13981 1020 2164 107 274,343.79 82,777,73 PeOPle have profited by his sage counsel. ae. 
1904 1,609,280 5605 16888 1116 2453 130 343,392.43 112,150.16 There was an old saying at the bottom of the Citizens’ 
{ 1905 1,910,985 6633 19642 1352 3008 138 418,441.27 139,551.63 ¢ : ae ee i ’ 
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} 1907 2,779,635 8874 26023 1487 3681 151 559,908.73 203,397.71 Ing colt. 
1908 3,054,855 9375 26826 1612 3932 155 603,353.88 233,970.36 Had the Citizens’ company considered bonds in 1878 you 
} 1909 3,321,530 10010 27855 1647 4185 161 633,456.27 255,398.14 irr . « 2 ‘ 
i may be sure that an authorization of $1,000,000 bonds would 
i Following are three columns showing the gross earnings, have been considered grounds for incarcerating the entir« 
\ dividend and amount for repair maintenance and recon- board of directors for insanity. 
struction per station: Yet they passed the $1,000,000 mark and they would have 
Operator maintenance, had the trouble of refunding and all its troubles, or would 
reconstruction aS a oe . = SPT ee foils 
Year, iain idsiattins Wistieest, anh ussedeiin. have had to sell second mortgage bonds or preferred stock 
1897-1898 $22.11 $3.30 $18.81 and they would have had their fun. 
— ap reo med The easy way to sell stock locally at 100 cents on the 
. a0.  & oi. . : ° 
1901 19.08 5.68 13.49 dollar is to have no bonds nor preferred stock, but all com- 
: 1902 21.20 5.35 15.85 mon stock 
i 0 5 : 
: 1903 18.97 5.92 12.95 “ee ae ee ae 
1904 19.62 6.84 12.78 The Citizens Telephone has a sphere of influence about 
1905 20.95 7.10 13.85 Grand Rapids as a center. 
oO boyy Lr bey It is a center of influence in more than one sense 
o1.o é.¢ . e P ° 
1908 22.49 8.07 14.42 As a telephone service distributer, they are as strong as 
1908-1909 22.79 9.01 13.78 the majority. As a factor of economy they are even 








The gross receipts show an inclination to improve, and 
as there are yet some very low rates in the Citizens’ terri- 
tory, this amount has a great chance to grow. 

The dividends per station have grown steadily of course, 
because there is a greater burden upon the stations, on ac- 
count of increasing toll investment and lengthening of dis- 
tance. But it is all easily balanced by as steady a decrease 
in operating costs, which have fallen from 70 per cent in 
1897 to 58 per cent in 1903 and 524 per cent in 1908-09. 





The justification of expenditures for construction is 
shown in the following coiumns: 


Increase in Increase in 





Year Outstanding Stock Gross Receipts Per cent 
Ree ener 228 $13,782 32% 
ee 15,308 20% 
RECN “Pee 2 5,275 31,341 17% 
a ian eel a te ia ater cd ore or 80,235 43,384 25% 
ads "dn Grain hate eek ee 276,685 50,553 17% 
NK Gas nid dina d werkicada ,81i 76,233 21% 
BE ius cceeeetess kakas ee 69,049 17% 
Ake seine ak wee wae 301,705 75,049 25% 
ne tadon ve weswaeawts 413,955 80,246 19% 
See ee 454,695 61,221 13% 
ER ES Cee eee 275,220 43,445 16% 
Ne ere Ee 266,675 30,103 11% 





You can see that there are but two years when addi- 
tions and extensions were apparently unprofitable, yet one 
of these years witnessed extraordinary toll construction 
and the other some construction which was absolutely 
necessary and which will quickly pay for itself. 





The capitalization is nearing the $4,000,000, and there is 
no reason why it should not reach $5,000,000 and earn on 
that amount easily. 

Truly, it is the most remarkable company in America, 
with no bonds, only current debts, relatively small, and 
whose destiny is shared by 3,000 stockholders. 

Think of it! 3,000 people constitute three regiments, and 
some of the most important and strategic battles in the 
world have been fought and won by a lesser number of 
soldiers. 


stronger. 

Think of it! Selling service for five cents a day, and yet 
distributing over $5,000 weekly in dividends. 

Grand Rapids should be proud of such a concern which 
lives and lets live, and shares more of its honest dues than 
any other concern. 

Because Grand Rapids should pay $48 for servtce instead 
of $36, the Citizens’ company really rebates $12 a year 
to the business man and yet gives fine service. 

The organization necessary to do this is a good one, and 
you may be sure that Charles E. Tarte is one in ten thou- 
sand to carry on the work. 

If you should attend a convention of the managers, you 
would know what the words “live wire’ mean. 

The Citizens’ Telephone is a Michigan concern, and for 
Michigan people alone. It comes nearer being a great 
mutual company than any other in America. If the Michi- 
gan people would treat the Citizens’ Co. with the liber- 
ality that the company treats the citizens, there would be 
no rate under $18 in the territory. 

I see no reason why the Citizens’ Telephone Co. will not 
eventually and honestly, too, declare its 100th or 200th or 
even 400th quarterly and consecutive dividend of 2 per 
cent. 

No wonder Grand Rapids is the Mecca of all telephone 
men. 





Moral:—All that glisters is not gold. 





A Live Company in Utah. 


Some of the rural districts in Utah are being rapidly 
covered with Independent telephone lines. One of the 
prosperous and progressive companies in this state is the 
Davis County Independent Telephone Company, with 
headquarters at Farmington. The directors of this com- 
pany are planning considerable extension work to be done 
throughout the present year, and the first plans embrace 
the building of an exchange and system in Clearfield, 
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Utah, switching stations in Salt Lake City and Ogden, and 
a toll line to Bear River Valley, 30 miles distant from Far- 
mington. 

This company, which began operations less than a year 
ago, the first exchange being opened April 1, 1909, has had 
a most remarkable growth. 
given to 700 subscribers in its several exchanges, which are 
Farmington, Bountiful, Layton, 
The rapidity with which the list of sub- 
shown by the fact that 68 telephones 
January 1. Of this number 


At the present time service is 
located in Kaysville and 
Woods 


scribers is growing is 


Cross. 
were installed since 150 have 
a business service at a rate of $3 per month, and 550 resi- 
dence service at $1.50 per month. 

The subscribers are given the best of service, most of the 
town lines being in cable, about 3,000 feet of fifty pair cable 
having been put into ‘service. 

The company has an authorized capitalization of $40,000, 
,of which $30,000 has been issued. There are no outstanding 
bonds. A first 
to stockholders. 

Officers and directors of the company are local men whe 


dividend of 15 per cent was recently paid 


are directly interested in the welfare of the company and 
reeds. S. S. and bank 
director, is president; Rufus Adams, merchant, vice-presi- 
dent; A. Clark, cashier of the local bank, and 
N. B. Stadley, general manager of the company, holds also 
the office of secretary. The officers, together with Dr. S. 
Gleason, Dr. B. L. Kesler, Joseph Ford, a farmer, and Ira 
Stoker, a merchant, constitute the board of directors 


South Carolina Company Grows From 12 to Nearly 200 
Telephones in Eighteen Months. 

The Chapin Telephone Company, organized at Chapin, 
S. C., in August, 1908, with applications for about a dozen 
telephones, now has 175 in operation, with applications for 
25 additional new ones. It connects with the Little Moun- 
tain and Pomaria Telephone Companies, the two having 
about 300 telephones in operation. 

The Chapin Telephone Company has material ordered 
to build a line direct to Lexington which will give connec- 
tions with the Lexington Telephone Company. 


the public Howard, a cattleman 


treasurer, 








A Company Which Has Paid Original Investors 162 Per 
Cent in Dividends. 

The Wausau Telephone Company of Wausau, Wisconsin, 
considerable construction work for the 
summer. During the past location was 
purchased for the erection of a new exchange building, 
and this will be put up soon. Being nearer the company’s 
distributing center, the expense of moving will be very 


is contemplating 


coming year a 


light. The wires in the business district of the city will 
all be placed underground, the conduit run aggregating 


about 1,500 feet. 

This company operates two exchanges, one in Wausau 
and the other in Schofield, the two places having a popula- 
tion of about 16,000 inhabitants. In August, 1905, an auto- 
matic system was installed and the outside construction 
was entirely rebuilt at that time. About 55,000 feet of 
cable was used then, in 1907 10,000 feet were added, and 
in 1909, 20,000, and with everything kept in good order, 
the company gives its subscribers first-class service all 
the time. 

The officers and directors of the company constitute men 
who are directly interested in the welfare of the city, all 
of them being interested in some line of business in Wau- 


sau. N. Heinemann, proprietor of the largest department 


store is president; E. B. Thayer, proprietor of “The Pilot” 
is vice-president; James Montgomery, secretary, owns a 
large hardware store, and W. W. Albers, treasurer, is 
G. D. Jones, of 


the proprietor of two large drug stores. 


TELEPHONY 





the G. D. Jones Land Company, is counsel for the com- 
pany. Howard L. Crawford is superintendent of the plant. 
The company has an authorized capital of $80,000, of which 
$60,000 is issued to about 200 local stockholders; $16,000 


has been issued in five per cent bonds. Dividends on the 





stock, which have averaged 10 per cent annually for the 
past twelve years, have amounted to over 162 per cent 
in cash on the original investment 

A Michigan Dividend Payer. 


The 
made a good record for its stockholders in the payment of 


\drian Telempone company, Adrian, Michigan, has 


eight 
per cent annually since its organizatien, with an occasional 
extra dividend. The present rate is eight per cent. The 
is capitalized at $50,000, all of which is issued in 


stock 


dividends, regularly declared. It has paid six or 


company 
common and owned by 83 local stockholders. It 
has no outstanding bonds 

The exchanges in Adrian, Palmyra, 
Cadmus, Weston, Jasper, Deerfield, Michigan; Lyons and 
Metamora, Ohio. It service to 1,800 sub- 
scribers, at a rate of $2 per month and 1,400 residence 
subscribers at $1 per month, with 500 rural 
Over 200 miles of metallic circuit toll lines 
are owned by the company, and there has been a growth 
of 10 per cent in toll business in the past year. 

Che are: M. O. Hunt, president; C. G. Hart, 
vice-president; C. S. A. Wilcox, 
treasurer; M. O. Hunt, general manager. 

Plans are being made to rebuild some exchanges during 


company operates 


gives business 
subscribers at 
the latter rate. 


officers 


Park, secretary, and G. 


the coming season. 


Construction of the Old Line Company. 
The accompanying photograph shows what happened to 
a lead belonging to the Cumberland Telephone & Telegraph 
Company when a derailed street car came in contact with 











Result of a Derailed Street Car Hitting Telephone Pole. 


cone of the poles. The incident took place in a business dis- 
trict of the flourishing city of Nashville, operating head- 
quarters of the company. The reason why the destruction 
was so extensive will be apparent on examining the picture. 





The National Independent Telephone Asscciation to Move 
Its Offices. 

The National Independent Telephone Association will move 
shortly to luxurious new quarters in the McCormick building, 
one of the finest of Chicago’s new crop of skyscrapers. It is 
situated at the corner of Van Buren street and Michigan bou- 
levard, overlooking Lake Michigan. 











In a recent note to the “Academie des Sciences” entitled “On 
the Composition of Underground Lines which form the Tele- 
phone Circuits in Large Cities,” M. Devaux-Charbonnel comes 
to certain conclusions which are opposed to general telephone 
practice. In the following criticism, published in the Elec- 
trician, the writer believes he will have the support of many 
who have studied this subject in the view that these conclu- 
sions are based to a great extent on misconceptions. 

M. Charbonnel first obtains the following formula for the 
ratio P between the received currents aerial and 
underground cable conductors includes 
the effects due to the terminal apparatus :— 


Over open 


respectively, and he 


> Z\ A + B al A B A al 
f = Wa ( 2 é + > € ) ; 
Zz ie . 
where 4A = 1-4 vs B=F t A @ —attenuation constant, / = length 


of cable line, Z=—cable line impedance, Z:=open-wire impe- 
dance, Z=terminal instrument impedance. 

No explanation is given as to how this formula is derived, 
and it has not been found possible to obtain it from Dr. Ken- 
nelly’s formulz, which give the following ratio :— 


Ze _e—la \+-Zt (ela 4 e—!4) 


r 4 (e!, e—'4, )+ Z (e; +-e@ la,) ; 


In this formula a is the attenuation constant for the open 
wire. The other symbols are the same as in the previous 
formula. 


M. Charbonnel gives a number of comparative figures which 
do not appear to have been obtained by the aid of his formula. 
These are given in tabular form. The first table gives the 
lengths of 5mm. (roughly 600 Ibs. weight per mile) aerial con- 
ductor which will produce the same attenuation as the under- 
ground line considered. These figures are termed equivalent 
aerial lengths. 

These figures are not confirmed either by calculation or by 
the experimental investigations carried out by the National 
Telephone Co. It is of little value to apply any analysis to 
the figures in the last column obtained for 5mm. (600 Ib.) 
conductor cable, as it has been very conclusively shown that 
telephone cables with conductors above 200 Ib. weight per 
mile are practically uncommercial. 


Table I. 


Equivalent 5 mm. (600 Ib.) aerial conductor length in 
km. for cables with conductors fo the following sizes: 


Undergrcund 1mm 2.5 mm 5 mm. 

cable length. (25 Ib.) (125 Ib.) (600 Ib.) 
5 km. 157 76 110 
10 km. 363 191 240 
15 km. 565 320 370 
20 km. 820 440 500 


A few figures in connection with the 1 mm. cable, which it 
will be found agree with those that would be obtained by using 
the ordinary transmission formule of Kennelly, G. A. Camp 
bell, &c., may be of interest. 

A 25 lb. (1 mm.) conductor having the following values is 
considered :— 

Resistance, 43.5 ohms per kilometre loop. 
Capacity, 0.0335 mfd. per kilometre loop. 
Inductance, 0.62 millihenry per kilometre loop. 





Most Economical Combination of Capacity 


and Inductance in Underground Cables 
By B. S. Cohen 
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This cable line is compared with a (5 mm.) 600 Ib. aerial line 
having a 

Resistance of 1.84 ohms per kilometre loop. 

Capacity, 0.0059 mfd. per kilometre loop. 

Inductance, 2.05 millihenrys per kilometre loop. 
The terminating instrument has an impedance of 500 40 deg. 

From these data it is possible to plot curves showing the 
variation of current or of potential with length of line. The 
curves illustrated in the diagram herewith are plotted from 
calculations made by Mr. A. J. Aldridge, of the National Tele- 
phone Co., using the above data. 

It will be observed that the potential along the 600 Ib. 
aerial line for at least 800 km. back from the receiving end 
passes through a series of maxima and minima values, and it 
is possible to find a number of different lengths of this type 
of line for which the received current is the same. This wavy 
current distribution is a familiar phenomenon, and can be 
demonstrated experimentally. On the other hand, 
the cable line, owing to its relatively greater resistance and 
capacity and smaller inductance, does not show this variation. 


readily 





100 200 300 ( 
Km. Open Wire, 
0 4 8 12 


500 600 TOU Si) 


16 20 24 28 
Km. Cable. 
Distance from Receiving Erd. 


(1) ] mm, 251b. cable, normal capacity. (2) 1 mm. 25]b. cable, half capacity, 
(3) 600 Ib. copper open wire. (4) Mean curve for open wire. 


Curves Showing Variation of Current or of Potential 
Length of Line. 


With 


From this curve the following table can be obtained, which 
may be compared with the figures in Table I. 
Charbonnel :— 


given by M. 


Table Il. 
Equivalent aerial length in km. for 1 mm. (25 Ib.) 


Underground cable conductor. 
length. A. B. c. 
5 km. 28, 83, 177 162 188 
10 km. 200, 255, 347 310 376 
15 km. 375, 455, 500 435 564 
20 km. 550 575 752 


The figures in column 4 are obtained by finding lengths of 
600 Ib. aerial conductor which give the same current as the 
corresponding lengths of cable in the first column, and it will 
be seen that in the first three cases there are no less than three 
equivalent lengths of aerial conductor. Column B is obtained 
by using mean values drawn through the wavy 600 Ib. aerial 
conductor curve. Column C gives the result obtained by taking 
the ratio between the attenuation constants for the cable and 
aerial conductors respectively and neglecting the terminal effect. 

M. Charbonnel goes on to consider the improvements effected 
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by adding inductance to the cable by means of Pupin coils, 
and he here makes the assumption that no reflection-reducing 
device is introduced into the loaded line to compensate for the 
considerable increase in the line impedance over the instrument 
impedance. The neglect of this important factor in improving 
the efficiency of loaded lines seems universal amongst Conti- 
nental telephone engineers, and it can only be assumed that 
the improvement thus rendered possible has not been ap- 
preciated. In England, as far as the National Telephone Com- 
pany is concerned, and in America, it may be stated that all 
those lines which are loaded so that the line impedance greatly 
exceeds the terminal instrument impedance are equipped with 
reflection-reducing devices. 

Another assumption made by M. Charbonnel—viz., that a 
loading coil with an inductance of 0.1 henry will have an effec- 





tive resistance of 20 ohms—does not hold for the best type of 


coils as used in England and in America, which have a 
time constant of about five times as much as those referred to 
loaded line values for 1 
(25 Ib.) cable is calculated by M. Charbonnel, together with a 
derived from the 
America for 
mm., 20 Ib. 


of the improve 


above. The following table of mm. 
cable 


England 


column of values for the same size 


actual values obtained both in and in 


same size conductor—viz., 0.9 
M. Charl 
result. 
Table Ill. 
Equivalent 600 lb. aerial conductor 
length for 1 mm. (25 lb.) cables. 
M. Charbonnel’s Actual value 
calculated value. obtained in practice 


practically the 


how much onnel’s estimate 


will show 


ment is below the actual 


Length ot 
1 mm. (25 Ib.) 
underground cabie 


5 km. 82 km. 53.0 km. 
10 km 180 km. 92.0 km. 
15 km. 240 km. 130.0 km. 
20 km. 310 km. 168.5 km. 
It is now that M. Charbonnel comes to a conclusion that 


will be most seriously critised. He investigates the improve- 
ment likely to result from doubling the thickness of the dielec- 
tric in an underground paper cable, and thus decreasing the 
capacity, and concludes that this can be easily and economically 
effected, and that the results will be superior to those obtained 
by increasing the inductance by means of Pupin coils. To 
hegin with, a statement is made that by doubling the thick- 
ness of the dielectric the capacity is halved and the inductance 
is doubled. The latter part of this statement is, of 
incorrect, and the former not necessarily true. 

As a matter of fact, taking a 20 Ib. conductor (0.914 mm.) 
cable, with conductors at the average distance apart of about 
1.93 mm., the inductance is found to be 0.00065 henry per 
kilometre, and when the conductors are removed to twice the 
distance apart the inductance to 0.00072 


course, 


increased 
henry, or only about 17 per cent. improvement. 

M. Charbonnel arrives at the 
cable with the capacity halved :— 


becomes 


following table for a 25 Ib. 


Table IV. 
Equivalent 600 lb. aerial conductor 


Underground length. length for 1 mm. (25 lb. cable). 


5 km. 50 km. 
10 km. 100 km. 
15 km. 140 km. 
20 km. 170 km. 
Calculations have been made on a 1 mm. conductor cable, 


which is assumed to have its capacity reduced from 0.0335 
mfd. to 0.0167 mfd. per kilometre loop, by doubling the didec- 
tric thickness, and the inductance is, consequently, increased 
to 0.75 millihenry per kilometre. Curve No. 2 in the above 
diagram gives the relationship between potential and length 
for this type of line. From this curve the following table is 
obtained :- 
Table V. 
Equivalent aerial length for 1 mm. 


Underground length. (25 Ib.) cable conductor. 


5 km. 162 km. 
10 km. 310 km. 
15 km. 435 km. 
20 km. 545 km. 
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It will be seen that the low capacity cable gives results three 


times as bad as estimated by M. Charbonnel. Furthermore, 
a comparison with Table II., column B, shows that the reduced 
capacity effects no improvement until 20 km. of cable are con- 
sidered, whilst Table III. demonstrates that the loaded line 
gives much the best under all conditions. It 
should be mentiozed that leakance has been neglected in all 
cases, as it would appear that this also has been neglected by 
M. Charbonnel. The effect would be 
pronounced on the 600 Ib. aerial line, but would not in all prob 


transmission 


due to leakance most 
ability introduce any considerable discrepancy. 

In practice, a considerable length of aerial line would be 
terminated by a short length of underground cable, and this 
combination would tend to modify the wavy current distri 
bution along the open wire by altering the reflection effects. 

The following figures have been obtained for the equivalent 
length of 1 mm. cable in terms of 5 mm. open wire in the cas¢ 
of a non-homogeneous line, such as is met with in practice :— 

Table VI. 


Equivalent 600 lb. aerial conductor 


Underground length. length for 1 mm. (25 lb.) cable. 


5 km. 108 km. 
15 km. 387 km. 
15 km. half capacity cable. 322 km. 


The loaded line will have the same value in this case as in the 
case of homogeneous lines given in Table III. last column. It 
will be noted that in the three cases given the cable line has 
a decidedly less allowance at the end of an open wire conductor 
than without such an intermediate conductor between it and 
the sending end. 

In conclusion, it may be stated that M. Charbonnel’s as- 
sumptions as to the increased transmission value of low capacity 
cable cannot be upheld. The reduction of cable capacity is 
also an extremely costly matter, by reason of the increase in 
diameter of cable 


increases the cost of the cable itself, but also of the duct into 


per unit number of wires, which not only 


which the cable is drawn. 





People’s Telephone Company cf Akron Determined to Re- 
main Independent. 

The directors of the People’s Telephone Company, of Akron, 
O., are reported to be securing options on the widely distrib- 
uted, small holdings of stock, with the view of preventing any 
a view to destroying the 
Independent The Akron People’s Tele- 
phone Company was organized to compete with the Bell sys- 


other person from doing so with 


status of the plant. 


tem, and the directors recognize their responsibility to the pub 
lic and intend to maintain their independence absolutely. 


—_e— 





Telephone Systems of Uruguay. 

Consul F. W. 
statistics from Uruguay: Montevideo Telephone Company, 
10,727 miles of 4,105 
ployes, 4,036 telephone stations in city; charge per month— 
office $4.86, $4.14; 1,040 
wire and 558 stations. Co-operative Telephone Association 


Goding supplies the following telephone 


wire, telephone receivers, 227 em- 


residence country lines, miles of 

of Montevideo, 4,500 miles of wire, 94 employes, and one 

central office and 10 substations in city and country. 

Emergency Value of the Telephone—A Pointer for the 
Solicitor. 

New 


gagged by 





Mr. 
beaten, 


Sattler, 
and 
home, made use of the telephone, after their departure, to 


Samuel Haven, Conn., after being badly 


bound two masked robbers in his 


notify the police of the robbery. He staggered to the tele 
phone and after knocking the receiver from the hook with 
his elbow, in a very weak voice notified the night operator at 
the telephone exchange, who quickly informed police officers. 
Mr. Sattler was not sure that connections with the exchange 
were unsevered, or that he could be heard by the operator, but 
the value of having telephone service was shown when a 
minutes later officers were in his room. 


few 





Answers to Practical Questions 





telephony. 





Subscribers may submit for answer in this department any question on practical telephone topics, such as 
construction, circuits, electrical theory, troubles, operating, traffic, costs, records, business methods, etc. 
The answer to each question will be furnished by a man recognized as expert in that particular branch of 


In case the answer cannot be published it will be forwarded by mail. No charge is made for this service, and 


subscribers are encouraged to consult us freely and frequently. 
In every case a thoroughly complete description of local conditions is required to insure a satisfactory answer. 








Grounding Wires in Cable to Avoid Cross-Talk. 

We are operating a grounded system of telephones. Our cen- 
tral office is located close to a railroad. A number of our lines 
cross over the road, and as the room for wires is limited, we are 
contemplating using a cable, 125 feet, or perhaps a little more 
in length. Our present lines are mostly composed of tree wire 
running pretty close together at switchboard end. We wish to 
know if the cross-talk will be worse with the cable than with 
the open wire? Should the lines be grounded at the outer end 
of cable, or will it do to ground at the switchboard? 

Cross-talk would probably result if cable were installed 
in place of the open wire. This would be overcome, how- 
ever, if you should ground both at the switchboard and 
at the outer end of the cabl 

ee 
Condenser in Toll Cord Circuits. 
What is the object of the condenser between the sections of the 


repeating coil in the usual toll to toll and toll to common bat 
tery cord pairs? I have heard various explanations given, such 
as—to make the clearing-out drop easily effected, and to improve 


the speech transmissio1 


Would you advise shortening out the condensers if the drops 


will operate with the condensers shorted out he drops being 
bridged across the outer terminals of the coil? 

The only reason for placing the condenser between the 
sections of the windings of the repeating coil on the toll 
end of a toll to local cord circuit is to prevent the coil 
winding fron unting out the clearing-out drop, and preventing 
its operation. 

A well designed talk-through type of repeating coil is 


of such low impedance that the generator current passes 
through it with much greater ease than through an ordi 
nary clearing-out drop; and as a consequence, the drop 
often fails to fall If the drop does work satisfactorily 
with the condenser shortened out, then this is the proper 
way to work the particular circuit under consideration, as 
the condenser offers some impedance to the voice currents, 
the amount depending, of course, on the capacity of the 
condenser 


* 


Can Call From Other Stations, But Not From Central 
Office. 


Enclosed diagram, Fig. 1, shows a line to a pumping station 
which required a large gong, so the attendants could tell their 





own ring on this bridging station 

















Fig. 1. 


One can call the pumping station O. K. from each telephone, 
but when ‘“Central’’ calls them with the Warner pole changer 
it causes the drop contact to vibrate at the point marked A 
and the bell refuses to ring. The only way we can get them 
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from ‘‘Central’’ is to use the hand generator. Is there any way 
we can fix it so they can be called by both? If this can’t be 
fixed, please write me as to what can be done 


It is very likely that your pole changer has its contact point: 

















\ 
\ 
, = an, 
, 
} 
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Fig. 2 
adjusted too far apart. Run them in a little so that the con 
tact is held on the line a little longer [he reason is that whe 
the pole changer is adjusted “open” it g 1 wl] 
like the dotted line in Fig. 2. It comes in little puffs, and tI 
intervals between are so long that the armature of the switcl 
board drop has time to fall back. By giving a “close” adjust 
ment, you get a wave like the heavy line in Fig. 2 which last 
long enough to magnetize the core of the drop thoroughly. and 
the interval of no current will be short, so that the armature 


will not have time to fall back 


Ll —— 


Newspaper Publicity Used to Discourage Borrowing of 
Service. 

Local newspapers in large and small towns alike can readily 
be prevailed upon to publish letters like the following, which 
appeared in a Georgia publication: 

“Telephone service is not a free for all like a public drinking 
fountain, but is a public service operated by individuals for 
revenue; and without revenue there could be no service. Every 
additional call over a telephone and through a switchboard 
costs a certain amount for wear and tear, time of operator and 
exhaustion of telephone batteries. This in a vear’s time will 
run up to an immense amount. 

“You have no more right to borrow a neighbor’s telephone, 
or call up a lady who is busy with her housework and ask het 
to go down the street for some one to the telephone, than you 
have to take a neighbor’s horse, swipe a buggy from the livery 
stable and drive up on a chance acquaintance and ask her to 
cook your dinner. It’s all the same thing, just said a little 
differently. 

“Tf you need telephone service and are a well-meaning fellow 
you will certainly be willing to pay for it. ‘Don’t go, just tele- 
phone,’ may be all right for the ones who help pay the burdens 
and expenses, but to the ‘Telephone Bum’ we have only to ad- 
vertise—‘DON’T TELEPHONE, JUST GO.’ 

Bowdon Telephone Exchange. 
B. W. Little, Manager.” 


ais 




















A Greedy Contract 


Local telephone companies are urging TELEPHONY to ex- 
pose the burdensome terms which are forced upon them in 
connecting contracts by the Bell Telephone Company. 
There are undoubtedly some good, fair contracts written 
by the Bell company, and either local or Bell companies 


are invited to send in examples of such agreements, in or- 
der that the exhibit may be complete. A few weeks ago 
a criticism by Mr. Gary showed how the Central Union 
tries to “put it over” the little fellow But, for a raw, 
grasping, greedy document the one here reproduced takes 
the prize. A Cumberland contract, did you say? Of course. 
This contract gives the local company such a poor run for 
its money that the attorney-general of Mississippi has taken 
the matter up for the protection of the people of the 
state. He has brought action in the courts to have it set 


exploitation. So dilatory has it been in expanding its 
service that the legislature of Tennessee has been obliged 
to pass a law providing a penalty for failure to install tele- 
phones within a limited time after application has been 
made. Yet, if another firm is organized to satisfy the pub- 
lic demand, Hume calls it a “squatter,” and starts a cut 
rate campaign to drive it out of business. 

Some companies have not the nerve or the resources to 
resist the Bell attack. They agree to connection. The 
very day they sign the contract the noose is around their 
necks. They are doomed to absorption. Their future is at 
the Cumberland’s disposition. Read the contract! 

Where the Shoe Begins to Pinch. 
The first imposition is in the transmitter and recciver 


clause The local company, in the guise of rentai, is 


} 





This Agreement, made and entered into this 24th day of 
February, 1908, by and between the Cumberland Telephone and 
Telegraph Co., a corporation of Kentucky, hereinafter called 
first party, and the Oxford Telephone Co., a corporation of Mis- 
Sissippi, hereinafter called second party, Witnesseth: 

Whereas, the second party is the successor to the rights and 
privileges created or established by reason of a certain contract 
entered into on the 28rd day of Nov. 1901, by and between the 
first party and W. H. Harvey of Oxford, Miss., and under which 
contract the first party furnished to said Hurvey certain tele- 
phonic apparatus, which apparatus was turned over to the sec- 














nd party ind first party has since the transfer of said appar- 
atus by Harvey to second party furnished second party certain 
telephonic apparatus; and, . 

Whereas, the first and second parties desire to enter into a 
n ontract to cover connection between the telephone ex- 

ng S ond party in Oxford, Miss., and the system 

Novy Y consideration of One Dollar ($1.00) 
iC 0 r l paid, the receipt of which is hereby 
icknowledg the { hereto mutually covenant and agre¢ 
as follov 

1 Except as to amounts due from one party to the other 
inder the aforesaid contract of date November 23, 1901, and ex- 
sept as o the esponsibility of second party to first party for 
elephone apparatus furnished it, the said contract of date Nov. 
>, 1901 hall be and the same is hereby superseded by this 
ontra 

2 J ond party agrees to ship to the first party at 
Nashville, Tenn., freight prepaid, the switchboard furnished by 
irst party under the aforesaid contract of Nov. 23, 1901, within 
ninety days from the date hereof, and to pay for the use of 
said switchboard at the rate provided in said contract until the 


sam 1 have been shipped to first party as aforesaid. 

3. First party agrees to furnish at its Memphis, Tenn., of- 
fice to the second party the standard form of transmitter and 
receiver used by it at the rate of $1.00 per annum, payable in 
advance for each set of instruments, consisting of one bi-polar 
receiver and one solid back transmitter, furnished; and second 
party agrees to pay for the use of such transmitters and re- 
ceivers heretofore or hereafter furnished at said rate per annum 
at the office of first party in Nashville, Tenn., from date of this 
contract, and second party shall pay for use of equipment fur- 
nished prior to the date of this contract at the rate provided 
in aforesaid contract dated Nov. 23, 1901 Each and every in- 
strument embraced in the system of the second party shall be 
equipped with transmitters and receivers furnished by first 
party, and shall be used only on telephones embraced in the 
system of second party in Oxford, Miss., and vicinity, second 
party agreeing not to extend its lines in such manner as to con- 
flict with the business or interests of the first party or its sub- 
scribers, and not to make any connection, directly or indirectly, 
with any other telephone lines nor to extend its lines outside of 
Lafayette county, Miss., without the written consent of the first 
party. In the event transmitters or receivers furnished here- 


under become defective and are returned to the first party at 
Memphis, Tenn., freight prepaid, first party will repair or re- 
place same without additional charge. 

4. Oxford shall be in the future as in the past the con- 
necting point between the systems of the parties hereto, and 
the second party agrees to make such connection for direct com- 
munication between its subscribers and the system of the first 
party as it may be called upon to make, it being expressly 
agreed and understood that second party shall be responsible 
to the first party for all messages sent from stations embraced 
in its system to points on the long distance lines or connecting 
lines of first party, and that the messages sent over the lines 
or connecting lines of first party shall be subject to the rules, 
rates and regulations of the first party, and the second party 
shall receive a commission of 15 per cent. of all monies, (ex- 
cept messenger fees), collected by it for messages sent from 
stations embraced in its system to points on the long distance 
line of the first party; but no commission will be allowed second 
party on monies collected by it for messages sent over the lines 
of any other company than first party. 

5 In the event second party shall decide to cancel this 
contract before its expiration, or to dispose of its property, or 
the control of stock of its company, the first party shall, in the 
event second party shall decide to cancel the contract before its 
expiration, have the right to purchase the property of second 
party by arbitration, one arbiter to be selected by each party, 
the two so chosen to select the third and fix a price, and each 
party shall be bound by the finding of such arbiters, in the 
event such party decides to buy the property of second party 
and in case the second party shall desire to sell the property or 
control of stock of the company, the first party shall have the 
refusal of such property or stock at the same price second 
party may be offered for the same. 

6. A diagram of the lines of the second party is hereby 
annexed and made a part hereof. 

7. Settlement for tolls shall be made monthly for the next 
preceding. 

8. In case of any failure of payment or other violation or 
any of the terms of this agreement by the second party, contin- 
ued for ten days after written notice or demand by the first 
party, or in case the second party shall become bankrupt or in- 
solvent the first party may, at its option immediately terminate 
this contract by written notice to the second party, or to those 
in charge of its principal offices. 

9. This contract shall become effective and be in force for 
five years from the date hereof, and thereafter until thirty days 
written notice of intention to terminate the same given by 
either party to the other. 

In Witness Whereof, the parties have hereunto set their 
hands on the day and year first above written. 

(Signed) Cumberland Tel. and Tel. Co., 

3y Leland Hume, Gen. Mang’! 
Oxford Telephone Co., 
By F. L. Tool, President. 





Bell Contract Attacked by the Attorney General of Mississippi. 


aside because, as he asserts, it violates the anti-trust laws, 
and tends to promote monopoly. In plain words, it is the 
first step in a Bell campaign to gobble the little fellows’ 
systems. 

Readers of last week’s TELEPHONY have in the words of 
the Cumberland’s own arrogant, impudent general manager 
a statement of the Cumberland’s policy. It professes to 
believe that all the vast and prosperous territory from 
which it draws its profits was created for its own exclusive 


obliged to pay the worth of the transmitters over and over 
again. Compare prices of new transmitters and receivers. 
Then, it has no redress if the instruments are of poor 
quality. They can be second-hand, repaired, or made of 
inferior materials, and all the second party can do is to pay 
the expense of changing, including freight to the Cum- 
berland repair shop at Nashville. It has no stipulation as 
to quality in its favor. “Standard form” is pure bunk. The 
Cumberland can take its time about returning them, and to 
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take their places in the telephones the local company can 
put in service a spare instrument off its shelves, incurring a 
charge at the station during this time at the rate of $1.50 
per annum for tribute to the Bell company, as the rent on 
the defective instrument is paid. 
How Territory Is Limited. 
How is the local company to prove that a 
tension will not conflict with the Cumberland’s 
\ll the Cumberland has to do is to say “We are going to 
build into that when Never mind if you 
could make money in the district now, it will be more pro- 
fitable later, and then we are going to build. Hands off, 
you squatter. Look at your contract.” 
What Profiteth the Universal Connection? 
Suppose the Cumberland linking 
systems, and a message goes from the remote end of one 
local line to the far end of the other—only a little distance 
between on the Cumberland line. Do they all 
mileage basis, as Independent companies do where there 
is a clearing house? Not on life—that is not the 
The originating company—the one that 


needed ex- 
business? 


we get ready. 


has a line two local 


share on a 


your 
Cumberland way. 
hustles for the business—gets 15 per cent on the short haul 
Bell line. Where does the local company land on 
a long distance message, going out of Cumberland terri- 
tory? Who stands the What 
party get for the handling incoming mes- 
This 


the answer. 


over the 
poor collections? does sec 
ond trouble of 


conundrum is se there is no prize for 
Some of these monopolists would pluck the 
eagle on every dollar that 


the poor birds of freedom were stripped to the pin feathers 


sagesr easy 


into their treasuries until 


gets 


clause 5. This is the real snare—an old- 


A company must be either blind, or 


Now look at 
fashioned twitch-up. 
have less spunk than a rabbit to run its head through a 
It gives the Cumberland an option on the 
Talk about the benefits of uni 


thing like this 
local company’s property. 
versal connection—they must be valuable indeed to war 


rant a local company in jeopardizing its whole future. 
Suppose the local company does a good business and is 
profitable. Will the Cumberland company cast a greedy 


eye on it and begin to make trouble at every opportunity? 
Suppose it does. Let the local company say a word about 
cancelling the contract, and the Cumberland politely calls 
attention to clause 5. 

The local companies of Mississippi are fortunate in hav 
ing the matter come before the courts. If they get to- 
gether and fight for their rights the Cumberland will have 
to back down, and at least cut out the clauses that restrict 
development, and prevent any possibility of future compe- 
tition. There is plenty of room in the Cumberland terri- 
tory for companies whose motto is development and service 
at fair rates—but the public will never realize it until it 
keeps the Nashville monopolists from stiflng local enter- 
prise. 


a 





Anti-Monopolistic Laws. 

The following is abstracted from an editorial, appearing 
under the caption “The State and the Trusts” in the New 
York Times of Dec. 15, 1909: 

“The current comment on the Ice Trust decision is well 
represented by the following quotation: ‘Its significance 
lies in the fact that it discloses a power on the part of the 
to check monopolistic tendencies as complete as 
the National Government asserted and is 
It can hardly be said that the dis- 


states 
that which 
beginning to exercise.’ 


has 


closure reveals anything either novel or deeply concealed. 
New York is rather a laggard than a pioneer in trust bust- 
ing, and the laws of this state are conspicuous for their 
lack of innovation. 
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“It is now some years since Ohio sent twenty-three To- 
ledo ice dealers to jail in a single day. On another day 
indictments were found against ninety lumber, brick and 
bridge men, and over twenty of them got jail sentences, 
and some served them as well. On still another occasion 
a score of Ohio plumbers underwent a like unpleasant ex- 
This shows plainly enough what Ohio did be- 
Pennsylvania gave a more 


perience. 
fore the New York ‘disclosure.’ 
striking example of the power of the states. In Ohio the 
procedure was under a special statute, as in New York, 
but in Philadelphia they punished the trusts just as easily 
without any statute. Its local Ice Trust was dissolved un- 
der the common law, the without 
even contesting the case. It was then stated in court that 
ten states had Constituional restrictions against trusts, and 
but Pennsylvania felici- 


defendants submitting 


twenty-seven had special statutes, 
tated itself upon getting along 
new-fangled laws. 

“Therefore neither New York 
way’ in trust busting. On the 
penalty is new in New York, as Justice Wheeler explicitly 
In this state we punish trusts sub- 
Statute 


well without any 


just as 


Nation 
nothing but the 


nor the ‘led the 


contrary, 


declared in his charge. 
stantially according to the 
merely provides methods and penalties for punishing of- 


common law. Our 
fenses which were unlawful before the statute was enacted. 
And it is worth while to what the trust pun- 
ished for. In Justice Wheeler’s words, “The 
Company is not on trial for unfair competition. 
on trial for listing its competitors in business or canvassing 
It is not on trial for cutting prices below 


notice was 
American Ice 


It is not 


their customers. 
the cost of production. It is not on trial for destroying 
or injuring the ice fields of Independents.’ All these 
things had been alleged, and constitute much of the trust’s 
unpopularity. The offense for which it suffers is forming 
an unlawful combination in restraint of trade with monopo- 
listic ‘purpose,’ in Judge Wheeler’s phrase.” 

How much more is the telephone trust liable to suffer 
punishment when brought to bar with all the evidence of 
its continuous persecution of Independents! 





Rural Telephone Prevents Railroad Wreck. 

\ dispatch from Atchison, Kansas, says that a rural tele 
phone line was the means of averting a collision between 
two trains near Effingham, recently. The telegraph operator 
at Effingham had received orders to have two trains meet 
at that point, but in some way he neglected to put out the 
signal to hold one of the trains. The train passed through, 
and the train from Muscotah had passed that point. After 
the train left Effingham the operator discovered that he 
had let the train from the east go through when it should 
have taken the side track there. It looked as if a collision 
was inevitable, when some one suggested that the telephone 
line running west of town be used to stop the train. The 
wife of a farmér answered the telephone. She said she 
couldn’t leave her sick baby but on being told that the lives 
of several men were in danger she rushed to the track and 
flagged the train with her apron. 

John Mitchell Suggests Telephone Equipment for Mines. 

An interesting recognition of the value of mine telephones 
was 





as a possible aid to the workers in times of disaster 
recently made by John Mitchell, former president of the United 
Mine Workers. He stated that regulations which 
should be enforced would be those providing for the proper 
ventilation of the mines, proper escape shafts for emergency 
installed with iron pipes 


among 


use, and telephonic communication 
through which liquid foods could be transmitted. 

The telephones and outlets could be installed in compart- 
ments built in such a manner that imprisoned men could live 
in them until they could be reached by rescue parties. 





























Letters from 


A Substitute for a Ground Rod. 

Where the soil is of clay and moist the year round it is 
not necessary to drive a standard ground rod. A good sub 
stitute can be made of No. 9 iron wire, four or five feet 
long, and pointed at one end. Unless the soil is unusually 


hard it can be easily pushed in by hand. The upper end 
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Pointers on Ground Connections. 


can be fastened to a porcelain knob and the ground wire 


soldered to it. 
No. 14 copper weatherproof wire had been run from the 
installed. 


wires being broken at the ground rod 


instruments to ground rods already Much trouble 


was caused by the 


This trouble was permanently fixed by substituting No. 14 


iron wire attached to porcelain knobs to within a foot of 


where the copper wire entered the building Here they 


were soldered together. 


Wilmington, Ohio. Fred Ludlum 


—* 





Reducing the Amount of Carbon Trouble. 
Protectors mounted in damp places cause more trouble than 
The 


the protector was mounted over stationary tubs, and 


those located where it is dry. writer remembers a case 
where 
a ringing ground came on the circuit every time the people 
The Money 


in changing the location of that protector was a very 


washed. hot, wet steam moistened the carbons 
spent 
good investment. 

One can expect to have trouble when protectors are put in 
inaccessible places, for the repairman, when making an in- 
without cleaning the carbons, as he 
Re- 


pairmen have gone into places with the best of intentions in 
regard to making thorough inspection, but on finding that it 


spection, may go away 
would have done had he been able to reach them easily. 


would be necessary to crawl on hands and knees half under a 
house without any basement, decided that there was no trouble 
there. It is easy for a repairman to persuade himself that 
black is white under those conditions. 

It is well known that 
tector is mounted on a side wall, with the air-gap facing down 
so that the dust which forms may fall out. 


there is less trouble where the pro- 


on inspec 
This tends 


As to the cleaning of carbons after a storm or 
tion, there are many methods. Some use a knife. 
to “dish” the carbon, and to leave ridges in the lead pellet of 
the cored carbon. These ridges are generally raised above the 
surface of the carbon, narrowing the air-gap. One should not 
Some 
men use sand paper, rubbing the carbon over the paper. This 
is fairly satisfactory if the repairman is careful not to wear 
down the ends of the carbon more than the center. On cored 
carbons with lead pellets in the center, the sand will cut the 
carbon but will not cut the lead This 
avoided by the use of very fine emery paper. The best way 
the writer has 


do this, as the standard gap is narrow enough as it is. 


away so fast. can be 


found is to rub the carbon over a fine file: a 
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the Readers 


key file being the best and handiest kind, and five or six inches 
the best length. This file will also be found useful in many 
other ways, and should be in the tool kit of every repairman. 


Polo, Il. L. A. 


ee = 


sartholomew, Jr. 


Displaced Desk Stand Cord Prevents Other Stations From 
Calling—“Octopus in a Cage. 


We have a line five miles long, with three desk stands 
and one wall telephone on it, all 1600 ohm ringers. Upon 
investigation of a trouble report I found that two desk 


stands and the wall telephone could not signal “central,” 
while the other could. 


[ found that the lady of the house had tied the main 


station After examining this tele 


phone 


cord in 


a knot and hung it on the generator crank, holding 


it back so that it shunted the line. 


(his article is written in Jessamine County, Kentucky, 


nd as a word of encouragement for Independent telephony 


[ will say that we have the “octopus” in the cage. Our 


competitor has 110 stations, while the 


Would that we 


Independent company 
has 700 could shut her out entirely! 


B. Y. 


Chambers 





Wire Ground Proves Satisfactory in South Dakota. 


Knowing of many methods used by telephone linemen 


stations, some less ex 
best thing yet to be simply a 
with a V slot in the 


driven, which is pointed without interfering with the slot. 


subscribers 
the 
pump 


or grounding more or 


pensive, we found five 


leneth of rod end to be 


root 


We take a piece of No. 10 galvanized wire the required 
length, bend a hook in one end and engage it in the slot 
of the rod, drive both into the. ground, then the rod is 


withdrawn by means of splicing clamps, and we have an 
efficient and inexpensive ground connection. 
Gen. Mer., Great Western Telephone Co. 
Philip, S. D. W. S. Rowe, 


_— 


A Deceptive Wet Spot in Multiple Tap Cable. 
The accompanying diagram will show a very peculiar case 
trouble, 





of cable and clearly demonstrate how easily a 


cableman may be fooled in locating a fault where there is 


multiple distribution. Very recently I had 28 pairs “show 























bad.” These pairs were numbers scattered between 51 and 
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Diagram Illustrating a Peculiar Case of Cable Trouble. 


As a 50 
Bonninyhone St. numbered from 51 


100, nothing showing a fault among the other 200. 
pair tap running out 
to 100, I naturally supposed I would find fhe trouble in that 
branch. I first 
picious looking places, but found nothing. I then 
to about the middle of the branch, which left about seven 


went over it and examined all the sus- 


went 
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spans on each side, took off a sleeve, and made a test. 
The toward the Then my helper 
came on the trouble and we rode the seven spans, moving 
the Marlin Nothing in 
sight! 

\fter this it 
head of the old 


trouble showed office. 


hangers, and looking closely. 


looked as if the fault must be in the pot 
50-pair wooden box marked C on the 
sleeve at the Y. The still 


I only had one span then until 


Style 


diagram; so I opened the trouble 


showed toward the office. 


the 50 joined the 200, so 1 rode that span myself, looking 


carefully for a small lightning hole—but found nothing 
Reference was then made to the cable record to see if 
there were two 25-pair cans anywhere on the 200 which 
multipled with this 50. The record indicated only one such 
25-pair can, and it numbered from 51 to 75. I knew the 
trouble could not be in this, as the pairs between 76 and 


100 were bad 
200 without 
51 and 100 


I was so puzzled J decided | would go over the entire 200, 


the 


between 


It also looked impossible for it to be in 
bad 


showing som« pairs other thar 


miles long, and 


So I began at th: 


which was about 1! examine every tap 


branching out of it street tap from thi 


office box B, 51 to 75, and examined it closely; then went 
to the next, which was box EL, 101 to 125, and here, at last 
I found a small crack on the lower side of the 25-pair tap 
where it was wiped into the 200. This was caused by some 
cableman trimming his joint with pocket knife. He had 
cut partly into the sheathin Che marlin ed to tie th 
joint up to the messenger had broken, letting the joint 
drag down The sheathin ilready weakened by the pat 
tial it, brol the io t de, which w ilso beneatl 
th« 00-pall Wate 11 ollowed the heathing 
settled down in the botto f the sleey \ By som 
hook or crook the multiple ends of the 50-pair which went 
down Bonninyhone St. happened t on the low: ide o 
the sleeve, and as there was only small amou of watet 
vhich had followed the sheathing closely. nothing showe¢ 
bad except 28 in this 50 

! took the sleeve ff, boiled the splice out with paraimne 
ind cleared the cable I thought it was a very peculiar 


ase to only show in one certain 50, yet. be in the 200 
Te xas W \ (Ori 


SS 


Paris 


A Useful Exchange Service Report. 





The great number of men throughout the country whi 
have the responsibility of maintaining a plant know there 
Wee Union Telephone Company. W.... a < 


Ys Z N 


Telephone N 


\ 
State Line N pu LZ A ; * P a F/O 
Name Sr Oo 442 
Address 2. Gf Feast t. 
Reported at y es 4 ey By —_ Ne 
Taken by A2ue-#-2 Troubleman at. ~~ M \ 
Reported clear fF = an Time used \ 
Trouble shows from Switch Boar¢ ae Conic » 


a 2 Te ag (Tae rr 
PURI a. n to be uns a a: ene A 


Cause na 











AE. _ Pat om watt Paar | fe LBa 
) ius report of tr e, and O. K. when taken care of 
Service Report, Made Out by Chief Operator on Receipt of Com- 
plaint. 
is something doing all the time. Slack wires, lines close to 


electric wires, fusés come open, can’t hear, bells do not ring 


well and like reports keep up incessantly. Every complaint 


of any nature should be run down, and the fault repaired 
The greater the 
number of lines out of order, the more is the earning power 


as soon as possible, for several reasons. 
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of long distance lines reduced in proportion to the lines 
out. If his telephone has intermittent trouble, so that the 
user can’t hear or be heard well, the subscriber will not use 
long distance very often. 

In order to keep posted at all times we have a service re- 
port made out at the time every complaint is taken by the 





UNION TELEPHONE CO. Owosso, Mich.,.. Z4E...— imo 


Tel. No. 7% *% INSPECTION REPORT 


NAMI D7. & eg te Address. 22/ GPR«H 
Business itl Residence Farm 
Make of Ins’t Ae Style 222.42 
TYPE OF INSTRUMENT 
Wall Desk. & Ext Wall Ext Desk Ext Bell — Be S 
CONDITION OF PARTS 


Hook Switch. 0“ { orc 3 Transmitter Ze So 4 
Desk cable Prmeut €fann 7 


Receiver 


Receiver card O/T 
Ferminal Block o-t 
Date battery was last installed... @— 4° /f¢7 
Did you renew battery.at this date ? Zer 
What kind of inside wire? wil ? =A bo 


How many joints in inside wire 


General condition of inside wiring © ” 
Spun f 


Kind ef drop wire i ee 


duplex soldered to drop ? 


’ ' A - a 
Are any repairs needed? If s ite in detail on the back of this slip. Rul «“ac*ton Z 
Inspector will Sign Here oO fon Ss 











Inspection Slip, Which Is a Factor in Reducing Maintenance 
Cost 
1¢ yeratol it turn ove t! ( ‘ 
make test and sees t t the I b re 
V1 . KK passe he report 
( \\ h 1 line 1 eve ed to ) t 
lip is handed to one of th spect 
coing over the | d rt 
< places. Then is e ( t 
1] reno! is re al 1 +} ) ( 
ral 1ys iS TO \V y tl r 
ert: { parti lar on ( eley 
n of the ord hich « , , , 
ti em Conside b trot ) 
ons in duplex, and soldet1 onnect wn the drop 
Vire 5 ill) caused Dy ( VO kn insnin or fT subs ibe 
moving wire and not reporting it. In this « the report 
shows what is wrong under the head of general conditiot1 
of inside wiring 
[ recall an instance wher inspector was shown how 
a receive! could lose part of it str¢ neth Dy the inding be 
coming crossed W ith the core, and in less tl eek he 
thought he had found eleven in the same condition, while 
another inspector had found that a spider had become 


lodged in the switch-hook, causing the telephone to become 
“dead.” 
cleared the 


with his jack knife he 


By removing the spide1 
trouble, and for the next two weeks his knife was 


a cure-all for every case of instrument trouble 


This shows how a disorganized trouble force will try t 
work on maintenance about an exchange, but with a sys- 
tem of reports and files handy for reference they know 


that when a trouble reappears they will be asked to explain. 


They are more careful, and make sure the real fault has 


been located and repaired. 
le to keep the 


This report is also indispensable maintenance 


department posted on the condition of equipment at small 


toll 


teries, 


stations where there is no exchange; condition of bat 


cords, and the wiring are here reported 


It is also very handy in the maintaining of private branch 
Once a year such systems undergo a general 
] 


inspection, regardless of other service reports received 


exchanges 
dur 
ing the year, which is recorded. 

While nearly every office has some one of the 999 dif- 
ferent systems of trouble records, no office should be with- 
out one. It will show up the weak places of the exchange, 
assist the collector and head off rebates to the subscribers. 


















To Compel Connection of Private Switch to Exchange. 


I have been informed that the Hotel Bryant in Flint, Mich., 
has installed a private branch exchange of its own, connecting 
with the Independent lines; that the Bell company refused to 
connect with the switchboard and that the hotel people have 
brought suit in the courts to compel the Bell company to give 
them this service. If you can give me any information on this 
subject I would gladly appreciate same. 


The Bryan Hotel at Flint, Mich., 
State Telephone C 


sion t 


applied to the Michigan 


ympany, which is 3ell concern, for permis 


connect its private switchboard with the exchange of 


the telephone company. The Michigan company refused, giving 


as one or the reasons, 


and the only surmountable one, that 


the switchboard was already connected with the exchange of an 


Independent and competing company ‘he hotel then applied 
for an alternate writ of mandamus which was granted. In the 
answer file the Michigan company it says that to permit any 


subscriber to select his own system, including instruments of his 


own choice, and to compel the company to make such system 





practically part of its own, against its judgment as to the 
effici device chosen, would in a short time bring 
ab i cl i ondition in the maintenance and operation of 
ne comp s system 
Mhe vould be forthwith a1 tive rivi among manufac 
tu l nplements to p e subscribers to pur 
I ( ke nd of erial, apparat 
11 . } 
) 4 ] l l yur iS¢ ( 
he T Ould 11 1 | r ¢ ¢ es 
| r oO ) if il ne 
pz ( \ 
' 
¢ i W | l 
a 
. or 
Replacing Lost Certificates. 
company W organized pou seve! \ 
yc] (val $45 ssus mn to 
mpan was r T zed I 

é ¥ i origin es vere 

} é ( ith tl x bout 

€ laimed t ( i 1 ertif ites 

ere ‘ ( 1eY oI b ] 

W oc e in issuing ‘ oO } ( 
if é ¢ ld ¢ s heir taken } 

\ corp shoul quire the owners of the lost sertifi 
cates tft ix ¢ ffid \ ] il kc S and als¢ to @ive a bond OT 
indemnit protect the corporation against their reappearance 
Guilford vs. Western Union Telegraph Co., 43 Minn., 434, 46 
N. W 70; Galveston City Co. vs. Sibley, 56 Texas, 269 


-—9—————_—___—_ 


Toll Contract Construed. 


In 196 the ] Ht. Martin Telephone Company and_ the 
Stratford lephone Company made a contract in writing by 
the terms of which the Martin Telephone Company agreed to 
furnish ail toil lines for the transaction of all public toll line 
business in and out of Stratford, Iowa, and that the Stratford 
Telephone Company should “retain 15 per cent of the cash 
receipts, except messenger charges, which it shall collect for 
the same as a full remuneration for acting as agent for and 
switching local through and flat rate toll business, except that 


Stratford 
for paid toll business into 
p 


the Martin cot allow the 
charge a five-cent 
Stratford, and not to 
rural 


shall 


connecting fee 


npany company to 


exceed ten cents for connections onto 


lines for in business.” 


By an agreement included in the terms of the contract, 


the Martin company also agreed not to interfere or allow its 


connecting companies to interfere with farm or city telephone 
business, properly belonging to the territory of Stratford, and 
to protect as regards connections, the rights of the Stratford 
company; that in consideration of the agreement on the part 
of the Martin company, the Stratford company agreed to at 
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tend to all trouble, such as wire crosses in wires of the Martin 
company, that the Stratford company would not handle any 
toll 
business of the Martin company or its connecting companies, 
and that in the event of either party violating the terms of 
the contract, the other might, at its option, treat the contract 
15 days’ notice, in writing, of its intention to 
after which notice the party 


business that was in any manner in competition with the 


as canceled on 
do so with the reasons therefor, 
complained -of might, within that time, remove such cause of 
omplaint, but, on failing to do so, the violating party should 
pay to the other party the sum of $500 as liquidated damaged, 
to be received as full compensation for all damages occasioned 
by such violation. 

The Martin 


4 


broken the 


Stratford 


making 


company alleged that the 
of the contract by 


Hamilton 


compan 


had terms connections 


with another company described as the County In 


dependent Telephone Company, and had continued such breach 
its default. The if the 
failed to ample 


after notice of notice also stated that 


Stratford company give the Martin company 


proof that it had disconnected said lines within 15 days from 
he date of the notice, the contract would be considered as 
‘anceled, and liquidated damages would be claimed. The 
Martin company then brought action to recover $500 as 


liquidated alleged breach of contract. An 


damages for the 


order sustaining the demurrer was affirmed by the Supreme 
Court of Iowa, which held that the contract was not violated 
e Stratford company handling the toll business anothe 
inless its toll lines were operated in competition witl 
business of the Martin company or its connecting com 
ess the Stratfor Mpany ntinued to handl 
isiness for 15 days after notice FE. H. Martin Tele 

phone Co. 1 Stratford Telephone Co., 123 N. W., 951 

eee 
Inspection of Poles Below Ground. 

\ lineman employed by a telephone company to remov 
oles becauss new system rendered them unnecessary may 
issume, before climbing a pole, that the company has inspected 
the poles beneath the surface of the ground unless the duty of 
inspection devolved on him, either by his contract or by the 


‘ompany’s method of conducting its business to his knowledge. 


So the Supreme Court of New York held, in a case where the 
direct and immediate cause of a pole breaking and throwing 
to the ground the lineman who was climbing it, was its rot 
ten condition beneath the surface of the soil. There was no 
evidence that the lineman was instructed to inspect the poles 
that the 
company made systematic inspections of its poles by men em 


that that its 


beneath the surface of the ground and he showed 


ployed for purpose and linemen did not make 


such inspection. The company proved that the linemen made 


their own inspection and that the lineman in question had been 
Under this state of facts, the ques 


employed for six months. 


tion whether the company or the lineman was required to 


nake the inspection, was held to be for the jury. LaDuke vs 

Hudson River Tel. Co., 120 N. Y. Supl., 171. 
Removal to Federal Court Denied. 

Birkhead 


of the defendants in the action of the Rural Home Telephone 





\t Owensboro, Ky., Judge overruled the motion 


Company against Col. J. D. Power as receiver for the Ken 


tucky and Indiana Telephone Company to remove the action 


to the 
ceiver sent men to Owensboro a year ago and cut many wires 


federal court. The company represented that the re 
and poles of the line of the Rural Home Company at points 
is suing the Kentucky and 
failed to estab 


east of the city, and the plaintiff 
Indiana Company for $25,000. 
lish a diverse citizenship of the stockholders. 


The defendants 
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Conventigns, Ohio, Columbus, March 18; Indiana, South Bend, May 17, 18. 


Morgan and Bell Interests Take Opposite Stands on Ohio 
Legislation. 

lf the Morgan interests and the Bell interests are the same, 

have us believe, a pretty play is being made 


as some would 


before the Ohio legislature. ‘The Elson bill, repealing the sec- 
tions of the Valentine anti-trust law as relating to telephone 
companies and permitting in so many words the merger of tele 
phone properties is before the lower house. It is being opposed 
The 


Billingslea bill, making compulsory interchange of business by 


by Independents and iavored by Bell legislative attorneys 


competing telephone companies is in the house committee on 
Inde 


Jeam, president of the Ohio asso 


railroads and telegraphs. It was fought this week by 


pendents led by Frank L. 


ciation, who had thirty representatives of as many companies 


with him before the committee. One of the speakers against 


the bill was W. L. Cary, Jr., secretary of the United States 
and the Cuyahoga, both Morgan properties. The Bell again 
urged the favorable reporting of this bill, which may come 
to the house before the end of the week Mr. Cary, by the 


way, has been elected treasurer of 


W.. ke 


president E. G., 


the Cuyahoga, succeeding 
Ross, who resigned to go with the bond house of forme 
Tillotson of the Cuvahoga 
AS aa aa 
Western Union to Utilize the Bell Telephone Plant for 
Increasing Its Business. 
York, a 


has 


\ccording to reports from New new era in the 


transmission of begun 


Western 
Union Telegraph Company by the American Telephone and 


electrical been 


result of the 


messages as a 


recently acquired control of the 


Telegraph Company. The telephone and the telegraph now 
join wires figuratively, becoming partners in business, but 
the Western the 
The telephone company takes its place as the domi 
The 


appointment of Belvidere Brooks to be general manager of 


Union passes from cente: of the public 
stage. 


nating, central figure in the field of wire transmission. 


the Western Union was the first step in the new regime. It 
was followed quickly by an announcement of a new serv 
Letter,” 
sent by telegraph at night for delivery early the following 


ice, called the “Night whereby fifty words can be 


morning at the same price as the customary ten word day 


message. \ greater part of the vast telegraph system, 
crowded to capacity during the day, lies idle at night. Th« 
new management figures that at small additional expense 


these idle wires can be made to earn something and also 
accommodate the public. Messenger boy delivery, which is 
costly, is to be done away with by use of the post office. 
The “night letters” will be placed in the local post office 
at point of destination in time for postmen to take them 
around on the first morning delivery of the regular mails. 
Where delivery the tele- 
phone will be utilized. This is but the first economic step 
The 


as a collector of telegraph messages, 


there is no free messengers or 


in the telephone-telegraph combination. next is to 
utilize the telephone 
so that there will be no necessity of going in person with 
the written message to offices and paying the charges over 
the 


can 


counter. It is planned that any telephone subscriber 
Western dictate his 


The charges therefor will be rendered at 


call up a Union office, message 


and have it sent. 


the end of the month with the regular telephone bill. This 


system will be tried first in Chicago where the arrange- 
ments already have been made for the experiment. If suc 
cessful there it will be established in other cities. \n- 


other plan of great magnitude now being worked out is to 


city, town, village and farmhouse 


United States in 


have every even every 


in the entire touch with telegraph and 


2A4 


telephone communication at all hours of the day and night 
\t present all telegraph offices, save those in the central 
parts of cities, close at six or eight o’clock in the evening 
The telephone offices everywhere are always open for busi 
Any one wishing to sent a telegraph message after 


ness. 
the Western Union office is closed can give it to the tele 
phone company, which will transmit it to the nearest all 


night telegraph office for transmission to the point of desti 
nation. ; 

Edward J. Nally, vice-president and general manager of 
the Postal Telegraph Cable Company, speaking of the an 
the Western Company of a “night 


nouncement of Union 


one, and 


letter service,” stated that the idea was not a new 

that he had made for his company a very exhaustive study 
of the question during the last few years. Opinions of busi 
ness men, he said, were generally to the effect that what 
the public wanted was not a deferred service but an in 


stantaneous service. Consequently the Postal Telegraph 
Cable Company last August inaugurated a “special rusl 
service” under which it undertakes to handle messages be 
tween all important places from sender to receiver within 


twenty minutes. The Postal Telegraph Cable Company 


1 


hand in its offices at all 


keeps telephone operators on 
hours for the special purpose of accommodating persons 
who may desire to send telegrams from their homes te 


their offices. Mr. Nally said: Messages are also delivered 
by telephone and bills covering the tolls for such telegraph 


service by telephone are rendered monthly 





Charles F. Speed Comments on Cumberland Practices. 
Mr. Charles F. Speed, secretary of the Home Telephone 
Company, Monroe, La., »y Leland 


which was referred t¢ 


Hume, the Cumberland general manager, in his communt- 


cation last week, makes the following comment: 


“As near as I can get it, the Cumberland has just a lit 
tle better than six hundred in Ouachita Parish, while we 
have better than 700. There have been but few places 


rht than it 


Lilt 


where the Cumberland has made any harder 
has at Monroe, yet we are growing all the time. 

“The plant of the Cumberland in poor old Shreveport is 
still have 


po: rr construc 


about as bad as anything in the country. They 
a magneto system there, 
tion, and they are the only company of the Bell system 
that | that continue to operate the old Blake out- 


fits.” 


working on very 


know of 





Nothing in the Story that Morgan Has Sold Out to Con- 
tinental. 

Frank A. Davis, president of the Columbus Citizens’ Tele 
phone Company and the United States Telephone Com 
pany, issued a denial last week of the newspaper story that 
J. P. Morgan & Co. had sold out their telephone holdings 
to the Continental Telephone and Telegraph Company. In 
Ohio the story hardly needed denial, is believed that 
the principal reason for J. P. Morgan & Co. buying the five 
Independent plants in Ohio was to prevent their being ac 


fe ir it 


quired by the Continental. 





Revised Tax List for Michigan. 

The Michigan Tax Commission has taken action on the 
petitions of the various telephone companies for a reduc- 
tion of the first tentative the 
valorem tax law passed at the last session of the legisla- 
In many cases the assessment has been lowered, in 


assessment under new ad 


ture. 
many cases it remains the same and in one or two cases 
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it has been raised, in spite of showings of the companies. 
tentative and final assessments: 


Telephone Co. Tentative. Final. 
BEE | eikbatiessbcsienes Sp walcaca aarteeetteee wae $ 50,000 $ 42,000 
Se a oa i ons a caweudnenecesas 4,000 3,500 
ME, SEEN Figg ic asters ovo Asie mauaion 30,000 30,000 
emer. Tel; GB Te. CG iioickcsinccvcccc cence 400,000 450,000 
Amer. District Teleg. (Detroit)............ 10,000 10,000 
Amer. District Teleg., Mick... .2...cccccees 10,000 7,500 
SE. SRS a sree tieveim os ve Obese wena’ deeds 5,000 4,500 
Benzie Co. Tel. Co......... peer 30.000 27.000 
Parem Tame Tel. C6... 2026.06 cac 6,000 5,000 
Blissfield Tel. Co. ...... ia inate 18,000 16,000 
Brown City Tel. Co........: 7,500 6,000 
Camden Rural Tel. Co. 12.000 10,000 
Capac Tel. Co...... 5.200 4,000 
Case Clty Te. Coe... ccc<ess ; ie ate 7,000 7.000 
Cass Co. Home Tel. Co 60,000 47.000 
Central Mich. Tel. Co.. 35,000 28.000 
Cheboygan Tel. Co....... 14,000 14.000 
Chesaning Home Tel. Co..... 7.400 7,000 
Citizens’ Tel. Co., Battle Creek. F : 72,000 72,000 
Citizens’ Tel. Co., Grand Rapid: 2 500,000 2 300.000 
Cntizens’ Tel. Co. of Jackson... 160,000 160.000 
Citizens’ Tel Co. of Marshall 17,900 17,000 
Citizens’ Tel. Co. of Muskegon 150.000 140,000 
Citizens’ Tel. Co. of Schoolcraft. , 7.100 7,100 
Clark Wireless Teleg. Co.. 5,000 5,000 
Davison Tel, Co. a ve 5,050 4.150 
Deerfield Farmers’ Tel. Co 8,050 7.000 
Ealon Co. Te Co 20,000 17.000 
Farmers’ Exchange Tel. Co ‘ 7.500 6,500 
Fremont Farmers’ Tel, Co 7.500 6,500 
Grand Ledge Tel. Co 20,000 20,000 
Peereere, FF. Pisccvsses Pe ee re 5,500 5,000 
Hillsdale County Tel. Co 7.800 7,000 
Home Tel. Co, of Detroit. 1,900,000 1,492,000 
Home Tel. Co. of Grass Lake 13,850 13,850 
Home Tel. Co. of Monroe. 8,200 8,000 
Home Tel. Co. of Palo.. 10,700 10,000 
Home Tel. & Teleg. Co.. a 23,500 20,000 
Homer Tel. Co.......:; 18.000 16,000 


9,000 
24,000 
295 000 295.000 
100,000 80,000 

8,100 8,000 

26,000 
15,000 
40,000 


en HO. Cad aces 
Inter-County Tel. Co.. es 
Inter-State Long Distance Tel. Co 
Ribvie Tel. Co.....-s. 
Leslie Home Tel. Co.. 
Livingston Co. Mutual 
Manistique Tel. Co.. 
Marquette County Tel. 


9,300 


ey} 
80.000 


30.000 
23,000 
Co Pere 7 40,000 


Michigan State Tel. Co Sor z 13,000,000 11,500,000 
Milford Home Tel. Co. 10,000 10.000 
Missaukee Tel, Co. 14,000 11,000 
Monroe County Tel. Co F re? 16,000 15,000 
Moore, W. : 18,000 17,000 
Morenci Tel. Co.. 17,500 15.000 
Mundy Tel. Co ‘ a eis 6,300 5.500 
National Dist. Tel. Co. of Mich 10,000 5.000 
Northeastern Tel. Co. 80.000 80,000 
Oakland County Tel. Co 22.000 22.000 
Oceana Farmers’ Mutual. 10,100 8.000 
Onaway Tel. Co...... er 20,000 19,000 
Ontonagon County Tel. Co 7.000 5,000 
Otsego County Te Co 10,000 7.500 
Palo Tel. Co..... ; 6,500 6,000 
People’s Tel. Co. of Wayne.. 10,000 8,000 
Postal Teleg. Cable Co. 300.000 300,000 
Reading Central Tel. Co... 8,400 7,400 
Rural Tel. Co. of Waterloo. 7.000 6.000 
Saline Tel. Co...... 10,000 10.000 
Sandusky Tel. Co 7.000 6.500 


Southern Michigan Tel. Co.. 220,000 290.000 


Staley & Bricker st 5,100 5.000 
Sunfield Co-operative Tel. Co. 8,000 7,000 
ae NG. 5 ances ao ep oi als 2 ew we eet Pinte rs 25,000 25,000 
Tecumseh Tel. Co. 15.000 13.500 
Tekousha Tel. Co..... 8,000 7,000 
Three Rivers Tel. Co. 85.000 85,000 
Thumb Teil. Co..... 5.000 4,200 


16,000 
65,000 
545,000 
8,000 
70,000 


Traverse Bay’s Tel, Co 16.700 
Twin City Tel. Co.. : eects 70,000 
Union Tel. Co...... 575,000 
Union Tel Line.. er 7.500 
United Home Tel. Co.. 75.000 


United States Tel. Co..... 70,000 65,000 
United Wireless Teleg. Co 5.000 5,000 
Valley House Tel. Co..... 150,000 400,000 
Washtenaw Home Tel. Co 90,000 85,000 


13,000 
1.500.000 
5.000 
5,000 


Wayne Co. Tel Coe....... ‘ ; : 20,000 
Western Union Tel. Co..........- 1,400,000 
Whiteford Farmers Tel. Co......... 006 sees 5,050 
Te. Bil is does Rec waiwicdaeees 5,450 






This does not settle the matter entirely, as the companies 


are now going to try to show that other property owned 
by individuals is not assessed at full value, as the telephone 
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improved land, which, 
it is claimed, in very many instances, is still assessed at 


property is, as in every case of 
the same value put on it before the improvements were 


made. If these valuations are increased, the telephone 
companies’ taxes will be reduced materially, it is claimed, 
as the rate will be reduced. 


_— 





Cuyahoga’s New President. 
has been a director of the Cuyahoga Tele 
Charles A, 


after paying a 


Though he 


phone Company for several years, Otis, re 


cently elected president, visit to the house 

















Mr, Charles A. Otis. 


of J. P. Morgan & ic, 


not been noted so much for interest in telephone matters 


new owners of the property, has 
as for the raising of fancy live stock. Of course, he has 
been a big figure in financial affairs of Cleveland for years, 
but his hobbies have been as numerous as his investments 
They illustrate his broad-gauge mentality. He has raised 
fancy dogs, fancy cattle and fancy horses and is a figure 
at the Grand Circuit harness racing meetings there, and 
at the 
tablished an 
health of the 
Cleveland 


other hobby He 


matinees of the local horsemen’s club. He has es 


annual newsboys’ too, just to 
little fellows 
News. That 


wanted a newspaper, so he bought the 


outing, help 


along the who help sell his 
newspaper, the newspaper is an- 
afternoon 
Press, he bought the News and 
Herald and the Evening Plain Dealer, joining the three in 
the News. 
That’s the 


old World, then, to prevent competition in the 


service of the Associated 


way he goes at things—the whole route each 


time. He inherited the trait—as well as plenty of money 
to help gratify it, from his father, Charles A. Otis. His 
father headed the big Otis Steel Company, was a director 
and officer of banks and had many business interests. - His 
That 


They have been forty-two 


son was born in Cleveland July 9, 1868. makes him 
close to forty-two years old. 
filled sent 
to Brooks Military Academy and to Phillips Academy and 
then was graduated from Yale with the Ph. B 
1890. He spent a year in the 
Columbia University and then, from 1891 to 1895, engaged 


busy years, with broadening interests. He was 
degree in 
the class of law school of 
in the cattle business in the West, taking on more breadth 
in the wide reaches and the broad dealing of that land of 
promise. In 1895 he returned to Cleveland and formed the 
firm of Otis-Hough & Company, with Addison H. Hough, 
The 


then was engaged in the iron and steel agency business, 


his present partner in the brokerage business. firm 
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but in 1898 was altered to the present business of stock 
and bond buying and selling. 

Meantime he had turned his attention to publishing, and 
became president of Finance Publishing Company, pub- 
lishing Finance. He is a member of the Cleveland and 
New York stock exchanges, a director of the Standard 
Sewing Machine Company and of the advisory board of 
the Citizens’ Savings & Trust Company at Cleveland. 

His hobby for rearing cattle, horses and fancy pet stock 
is given free rein on his big country place, Tannenbaum 
Farm, near Willoughby, in Lake county, adjoining Cuya- 
hoga county. There his week-end parties have included 
many noted figures of the stage, and other walks of life 
than those with which Mr. Otis is connected directly by 
his business. It is on this big farm that he entertains 
the Cleveland newsboys annually on outings lasting sev- 
eral weeks at a time. 

Following his visit to Morgan & 
Company Mr. Otis accepted the presidency of the Cuya- 


the offices of J. P. 


hoga, insisting when he did so that his acceptance was 
due to from the new of the property 
that it would continue to be operated independently. 


assurances owners 


Weakness of Pennsylvania Railroad Commission’s Ruling 
on Telephone Contract. 
Wilson of the Keystone Com- 





General manager C. E. 
pany, Philadelphia, Pa., commenting on a recent decision 
of the railroad commission, said: 

“The railroad commission, so I am informed, has no au- 
thority to enforce any finding it may make. It is: merely 
an inquisitorial body without executive functions. I admit 
that it has as much jurisdiction over telephone lines as it 
has over railway business. Telephones and telegraphs are 
common carriers, and do a transportation business. The 
commission, therefore, has a right to consider any com- 
plaints made against the conduct of their affairs, but, as | 
have said, it is my impression that it lacks power to enforce 
its decree. The decision commanding telephone companies 
to accept all business offered over their lines is impractica- 
ble and of no effect when considered in connection with an- 
other law governing telephone companies. I refer to the 
statute which prohibits any telephone company from merg- 
ing with a competitor, and directing that the property of 
the offending company shall go to the state as a penalty 
for violation of the act. The commission’s decision would 
put the telephone business in Pennsylvania on a non-com- 
petitive basis. It would make for a flat, non-competitive 
message rate and for general deterioration of the service. 
Suppose we were compelled to connect with the Bell lines 
whenever a customer wished to talk, for instance, to a Bell 
patron in Baltimore. The Bell operator might report ‘busy’ 
or ‘line out of order’ or anything she pleased until our cus- 
tomer was wearied and decided to try a straight Bell con- 
nection. Then the connection could be made promptly 
and a Keystone patron converted into a Bell customer. We 
have contracts with Independent companies which contain 
a clause providing that they will handle our business ex- 
clusively. We regard this clause as valid in law. The Bell 
has similar contracts.’ 


, 


— 


Report Upon Failure of Ceiling in Brighton Exchange, 
New England Telephone and Telegraph Co. 

On the afternoon of Jan. 13, 1910, a collapse occurred in 
the ceiling of the operating room of the Brighton exchange 
of the New England Telephone and Telegraph Company, 
in the Boston and suburban district. A number of opera- 
tors were injured, fortunately with no fatal results. The 
following report of the cause of the accident was made 
to Building Commissioner Everett of Boston by Super- 
vising Inspector Edwin J. Turner: 
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“In company with Inspector Hickey I visited the within 
described building and found it occupied by persons in the 
employ of the New England Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany. The building was in a safe condition and well built 
with 16-in. walls of brick which formed curtain walls be- 


tween pilasters of brick. The roof was constructed with a 
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Concrete Ceiling Construction Which Failed, Causing Injury to 
Operators. 

ridge of 8x16 in. hard pine supported on 8-in. cast iron 

columns. Rafters consisted of 3x12 in. and 4x12 in. hard 


pine timbers hung from girder in iron hangers and about 
4 feet distant from The ceiling joists were 
hung from the rafters and consisted of 2x6 in. spruce, sup- 
boards of va- 


each other. 


ported by 2x3 in. spruce and also pieces of 
rious widths nailed to the rafters and also to the ceiling 
joists, leaving a space of about 3 feet between the ceiling 


and the roof timbers. The ceiling was made up of 34x34 in. 


channel irons spaced about 12 in. on centers, fastened to 
the 2x6 in. spruce ceiling joists with galvanized iron 
staples about 2 in. long of % in. wire, with ends of wire 


sheared back from end of staple about % in. The staples 
were set so that each leg of the staple was on opposite 


sides of the channel iron and driven into the edge of the 


2x6 in. spruce, entering said 2x6 in. joists about 34 in. The 
diamond cut mesh was sewed to the channel with wire 
and upon examination of the same it appeared to have 


retained its strength. The cause of the ceiling falling we 
attribute to the staples failing in that they were not of 
sufficient length.” 

The building had a frontage of 33 ft., a rear of 33 ft., 
and depth of 70 ft., was one story in height, with a flat 
asphalt roof. A _ sketch of the ceiling construction is 
printed herewith. The New England Telephone and Tele 
graph Company is now going over all its ceiling designs 
which bear a relation to that of the Brighton exchange 
and correcting the construction found unsafe. 


* 


Farmers’ Company to Build New Exchanges in Ohio. 

The Farmers’ Independent Telephone Company, which 
was organized some time ago by farmers in Franklin and 
Fairfield counties, Ohio, with headquarters at Canal Win- 
chester, at its annual meeting held recently decided to ex- 
tend its lines and build several branch exchanges. New 
exchanges will be erected at Groveport and Pickerington 
and toll lines will be extended to Amanda, Carroll and Lan- 
caster. It was decided to sell no stock of the company 
outside of the territory covered by the lines of the corpora- 





tion. 





American Union Offices to be Moved to Philadelphia. 


The offices of the American Union Telephone Co. will be 
moved from Harrisburg, Pa., to Philadelphia before the 
middle of March, the Quaker City headquarters being in the 
Lafayette Building, Fifth and Chestnut streets. Only the 
local division office and exchange will be retained in Har- 
risburg. Three of the five floors of the telephone building 
at 227 Federal Square, Harrisburg, will be rented as offices, 
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the others being retained for the American Union office and 
exchange. 

Charles West, who succeeded Frank D. Houck as second 
vice-president and general manager of the American Union 
when that company was purchased some time ago by the 
Continental Telephone and Telegraph Co., says the move 
is for business reasons only, and a desire to have the head- 
quarters at a financial center. 

Harrisburg will be left without an 
quarters for the first time since a local Independent line 
The 


eventually absorbed by the Cumberland Valley 


Independent head- 


was installed there twenty years ago. local line was 
Telephone 
Company, then the United Telephone & Telegraph Com- 
pany and then by the American Union. 





Sleet Storm Damage. 
The problem of avoiding sleet storm damage is a serious 
one in northern climates. If a company builds too strong 
conditions liable to produce damage may not occur for years, 


and the protection may cost more than it is worth. On 
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Book Review. 
TELEPHONOLOGY, by H. R. Van Deventer, B. S., E. E., 586 


pages, with illustrations. McGraw-Hill Book Co., New 
York. Price, $4. 


This book is written on a new plan, to tell men how the 
parts of a telephone system are made and put together, how 
they work, and why. If to go farther than 


this, and find out how well particular equipment is living 


one wishes 
up to its possibilities, or why it is not behaving as it should, 
and what must be done to it that it may work again, he 
will be likely to find what he wants in “Telephonology.” 
lor its author, Mr. Van Deventer, has selected material to 
help the sort of practical men with whom he has asso- 
ciated during a broad experience in both the manufacturing 
and operating branches, the latter among 
panies of all sizes, from the largest to the smallest. 

The book starts where the beginner in the equipment 
with the elements of electricity, 
electromagnetism, and sound; omits the history of the art, 


and in com 


side of telephony starts: 


and in the second chapter begins a consideration of va 


























Typical Cases of Sleet Damage on Town and Country Leads, 


the other hand, too light construction invites extensive 
damage. Determining the happy medium requires careful 
analysis of examples of past disaster. 


—& 


Rochester, Syracuse & Utica Stock Deposited for Conti- 
nental. 

George R. Fuller, president of the Rochester, Syracuse & 
Utica Telephone Company, announced last week that more 
than enough stock of the company had been deposited with 
the Fidelity Trust Company for the deal with the Conti- 
nental Telephone & Telegraph Company. The actual trans- 
fer is to be made to the Continental this week, that com- 
pany paying $117,000 for 1,950 shares in installments. 








Death of Amos E. Dolbear. 
Amos Emerson Dolbear, who was for more than 30 years 
a professor at Tufts College, died at his home at Medford, 
Mass., on Feb, 23, at the age of 74. His work upon tele- 
phone problems in the early history of the art is generally 
familiar to students of telephony. 





Public Ownership Agitation in British Columbia. 

The telephone question in British Columbia is becoming 
complicated by agitation for government ownership. The 
council of the City of Vancouver has declared its approval 
of the principle of public ownership and operation of the 
telephone system, and has asked the provincial government 
to take into early consideration the acquiring of all tele- 
phone systems in the province. A similar resolution was 
passed by the council of North Saanich. 


Which Occurred Last Year at Sundusky, O. 


rious classes of equipment actually found in operation today. 
Ringing and talking apparatus of different types is 
scribed not merely with relation to construction, but elec 
trical and mechanical properties are given, with practical 
suggestions on the points which give efficiency and useful 
maintenance hints. The -same idea of giving the 
mation a man will want to use, furnishing ample discus 
sions of theory without losing the notion of its 
bearing on everyday work, is evident in succeeding chap 
ters which treat in a clear style of magneto, selective and 
lock-out, common battery and automatic systems. 

The chapter on testing telephone parts, largely written 
by Prof. Arthur Bessey Smith, contains many useful hints 
to the man responsible for purchasing good material. 

Other sections are given over to discussions of batter- 
ies, local and storage; testing outfits and measuring in- 
struments; line and cable construction; harmonic systems; 
composite and phantom circuits; and wireless telephony. 

Of course the telephone art is too large a subject for 
any one book to be a complete exposition of “What is 
What in Telephony,” but if a company purchases it to 
keep in its office, no matter how large or small the sys- 
tem, reference to this book will save its cost in a short 
time; and the individual worker will find that an easy way 
to solve many puzzling problems is to refer to its pages. 
It will smooth out many a hard place for the ‘beginner 
in telephone work, while those who have been longer in 
the business will wonder how the author has found out so 
many of the things which the experienced man has always 
thought he would like to look up and thoroughly under 
stand. 
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Bell Subsidiaries Merge. 

Papers have been filed with the Secretary of State of 
New Jersey merging some of the subsidiary concerns of 
the Bell telephone system. The Delaware & Atlantic 
Telephone & Telegraph Company, of New York, and the 
Delaware & Atlantic Telephone & Telegraph Company, 
of New Jersey, merged into 
known as the Delaware & Atlantic Telephone & Telegraph 


were one company, to be 
Company. 

The Northeastern Telegraph & Telephone Company, the 
Hudson River Company and the Seashore Telephone Com 
pany were merged into the New York Telephone Company. 

The purpose of the mergers is stated to be to reduce the 
number of separate concerns operating under the Bell sys- 


tem. 


“= 


Illinois Company Will Build Toll Line. 


Corcoran of the 





General Manager James H. Rockford 
Home Telephone Company, Rockford, Ill., has announced 
that work 
the Home company with those of neighboring towns. 
Although the company has a line direct to Freeport at 
present it will erect a copper toll line to connect with the 
Independent telephone exchange of that city. Manager L. A. 


will be started at once to connect the lines of 


Herrick of the Freeport company already has begun work 
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at his end of the line and Mr. Corcoran will hustle the work 
through from his end with all possible dispatch. The toll line 
between Freeport and Rockford is a paying venture and it is 
the plan of the two companies to try to get a large share of 
the business. 

The new line connecting with the Kirkland exchange 
in DeKalb county gives the Home Telephone Company 
ready access to the exchanges throughout adjacent counties 
to the south. A new line will also be constructed to Belvi- 
dere. 

Improvements will also be made in the switchboard equip- 
ment, including the installation of a new toll board, and 
the offices will be rearranged. 





Ad Valorem Rating Triples Taxes on Michigan Telephone 
Companies. 

Michigan corporations taxed under the ad 

pay $4,377,873.24 into the 

1 with $3,929,800.59 last year, the state 


valorem sys 


tem will primary school fund 


this year as compare: 
board of assessers having completed the assessment 
Telephone and telegraph companies were assessed by the 
board for the first time and the valuation placed on thes: 
properties was $20,948,375, which increases their taxes from 
$148,295.04, the amount paid under the specific tax system 


in 1909, to $433,072.30. 


Factory and Sales 


New Installations in Western New York. 

\mong the most recent developments in Western New 
York are new common battery Independent telephone ex- 
changes at Nunda, Belfast and Addison. 

The installation at Nunda has just been completed, Bel- 
last is now being installed and equipment for Addison is 
on the ground and installation work will begin at once. 

Each of these plants is owned by separate companies 
and is backed in each case by local capital. 

Orders for the equipment for all three of these plants 
were awarded the Century Telephone Construction Com- 
pany of Buffalo. The contract for Belfast calls for the 
building of the complete plant, including all outside con 


struction. 





A New Test Clip. 

\ test clip of a new design and possessing many features 
of merit has just made its appearance. 

Its shape and size are shown in the accompanying illus- 
tration. The outer members are made of No. 20 gage 
semi-hard, cold rolled steel. The inner member or spring, 
is blued spring steel with the point of application near the 
jaws. This gives a long leverage which results in a power- 
ful “bite” of lasting strength. The teeth mesh so that when 
applied to any fine wire, a good test contact is made. 

The cord is attached to the clip by threading the bared 





The Universal Test Clip. 


end of the conductor through the small hole in the heel, 
soldering and then pinching the upturned lips down over 
the cord. 
The entire clip is sherardized, thus obtaining a soft gray 
satin finish which takes solder freely and prevents rusting. 
The size is convenient and there are no projecting parts 


' Company, manufacturers 


to catch on things when coiling up the test wires. The 
nose is thin enough so that tests may be made on distribut- 
ing frames where the terminal punchings are set on 3/16 
shorting” on adjacent punchings. It. 


inch centers, without 
is said that with these clips on the cords of a test set 
there is no testing for which they will not answer from No 
22 wire to switchboard or storage battery lugs % inch thick 
In bare wire testing, the side jaws are used and it is said 
the clip cannot be dislodged by the wind. 

This clip, which is known as the Universal 
manufactured and sold by R. S. Mueller & Company, 414 
Prospect Ave., S. E., Cleveland, Ohio 


Test Clip, is 





Johns-Manville Co. Change Location in Chicago and Balti- 
more. 

Due to fast increasing business, both the Chicago and 
saltimore branches of the H. W. Johns-Manville Co. have 
outgrown their present quarters, and about March Ist, both 
will move to new locations, with more room. 

The Chicago branch, now on Randolph street, will move’ 
to the four-story and basement building at Nos. 27-29 
Michigan avenue, located in the block between South Water 
and River streets. With 32,500 square feet of floor space, 
offices, store, and stock rooms will all be under one roof, 
with ample room for all. A full stock of J-M products 
will be carried, thus assuring prompt shipments. 

The Baltimore office, store, and warehouse will be located 
at No. 30 Light street. Here the company will have con- 
siderably more room than before, will keep on hand a large 
stock of J-M products and will be in a much better position 
than ever to give all orders prompt attention. 





Telephone Booth Ventilation. 

Telephone managers who are interested in popularizing 
and improving their systems in such a way as to give them 
recognized advantages in their competition for business 
will be glad to learn that a new telephone booth ventilat- 
ing apparatus has been perfected by the B. F. Sturtevant 
of fans and blowers at Hyde 

















February 26, 1910 


Park, Mass. It consists of a small noiseless electrically 
driven enclosed multivane fan located on the top of the 
telephone booth which supplies the interior with 50 cubic 
feet of air each minute, the fresh air being blown by the 
fan into one or more booths through diffusers which make 
the flow of air positive but gentle. The air which is forced 
into the closed booth escapes by a patented device where- 
by the sound waves are broken up so that no talking or 
other noise can escape into or from the booth. 

This apparatus is claimed to positively ventilate the 
booths without noise and draft and without any danger of 
sound being transmitted from or to the booths. 

The value of this ventilating device will immediately ap- 
peal to everyone, but it is doubted if people in general ap- 
preciate its real importance, for, while the bad air, sicken- 
ing smell, and excessive temperature in many booths have 
been noted as most disagreeable, the real danger has per- 
haps never occurred to many. 

The average telephone booth contains 40 cubic feet of 
air and as the minimum veiutilation prescribed by the Board 
of Health and State Laws is 30 cubic feet of air per min- 
ute for each person, it is readily seen that the air in the 
booth is vitiated in a little over one minute. 
conversations are 


As telephone 
than one minute and often 
range from five minutes up, and the tightly closed booths 
allow practically no air supply, a person using the booth 
must breathe the air over and over again. 


seldc ym less 


Even this is not the worst feature, for when one consid- 
ers that a person using a booth after someone affected by 
tuberculosis or 
other diseases 
of the nose, 
throat or 
lungs must 
breathe the 
same air full 
poisoned gas 
and effete or- 
ganic matter 
coming from 
the breath of 
the former user, he realizes to a 
degree the danger incurred. Un- 
thinking people may say this is a 
remote chance, but this danger is 
pretty realistically shown when it 
is learned that statistics show that 
one of every twelve deaths is due 
to tuberculosis alone. 

It is surprising that high class 
hotels and clubs which are so 
careful about the ventilation of 
other parts of their buildings will 
allow guests to suffer not only 
the disagreeableness of hot smell- 
ing telephone booths but also this 
great danger of infection. There 
is hardly a place where ventila- 
tion is more needed for safety 
ard comfort, and the day will un- 
doubtedly come when laws will 
compel the ventilating of these 
booths for public safety. Until 
such time, hotels, clubs and busi- 
well to 
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Sturtevant System of Ven- 


i leph ths. 
tilating Telephone Booths weelt te 


ness houses 
see that their booths have proper ventilation. 

The company above mentioned has sets installed in the 
different large cities and will furnish any information de- 
sired. In these days when toll and measured service bus- 


iness is becoming more and more desirable, managers will 
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find that Sturtevant booth ventilators will go a long ways 
toward attracting the public’s patronage. 





A Convenient and Durable Switchboard Cord Adjuster, 
Built on a New Principle. 

so manufactured as to be from 

a foot to eighteen inches longer than necessary. This is 

to allow for wear on the plug end, which is made with a 

reinforced covering. 


Switchboard cords are 


This covering wears out close to the 
plugs and in time the worn part is cut off. 
The slack in the thus used up 
gradually, according to the wear on tne 
plug end. 

There are few methods in use for taking 
care of the extra length of cord. The one 
in most common use is to make a knotted 
roll of the extra cord near the cord itself. 
This method 
every time the plug end is cut back and 
this operation consumes considerable time. 

; A device for taking up the slack without 
tying knots in the cord and providing for 
the letting out of the slack with a minimum 
of time and trouble has just been placed 
on the market. It is made of aluminum, 
about six inches long and one inch wide, 
with running longitudinally its 
entire length and arranged as shown in the 
illustration. The cord, in the form of a 
loop, is laid in the slots and adjusted to 
the proper length by means of the open- 
ings in the partition between the slots. It 
is held in place by the cover, which is at- 


cord is 


involves retying the end 


two slots 


tached by two screws, one at each end. As 
the cord is cut back, the slack is let out by 


The New : A ‘ ' 
Switchboard changing the cord from one s opening 
Cord Adjuster. +, the other, thus shortening the loop to 


the adjuster. When the slack has all been used, the ad- 
juster is removed and ready for use on another cord. As 
there is practically no wear, it will outlast the switch- 
board. 

Adjusters in normal positions do not interfere with one 
another, and, being made of aluminum, do not add any 
appreciable weight to the cord. 

It is claimed that the initial cost of the device is offset 
by the saving in time and labor in adjusting a cord when 
it is cut back at the plug end. 

The convenience of this simple cord adjuster, in addition 
to its other good points will appeal to every switchboard 
the Runzel-Lenz Electric 
Western Ave., Chi- 


man. It is manufactured by 
Manufacturing Company, 1751-1753 N. 
cago, Ill. 

The company now has a Pacific Coast branch at Seattle. 
It is represented there by the Manny-Myers Company, 
which carries a complete stock and is in position to make 
immediate shipments on orders in that section of the coun- 
try. 





Harry C. SLeEMIN, advertising and sales manager, who is 
helping to make the Stromberg-Carlson Company more and 
more of a power in the business world every day, paid Chi- 
cago a hasty visit last week en route from Rochester to Kan- 
sas City and return. 





F. A. Cornett, formerly advertising manager for the Dean 
Electric Company, of Elyria, O., paid Chicago friends a visit 
last week. He is now with the Timken Roller Bearing Co., 
of Canton, O., and is enthusiastic over the automobile indus- 
try, in which that concern is prominent. 
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The Goehst Insulation Cutter. 
A new tool which will be welcomed by telephone men 
have occasion to remove insulation from wires, has 
been placed on the market by Mathias Klein & Sons, Chi- 
cago, Ill. 
It is a novel wire cutting plier known as the Goehst In- 
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The Goehst Insulation Cutter. 


and it is 


Cutter 
method of making wire joints where insulated wire is used. 
It is said that one wireman can take off as much insulation 


sulation expected to revolutionize the 
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jack knives in making joints and connecting cut-out cabi- 
nets than on any other part of a wiring installation. 

When cutting insulation for joints, the wire is held in 
the “V” shaped cutters and- the jaws pressed firmly to- 
gether. The insulation is found to be cut at right angles to 
the wire and may then be removed by pressing with the 
flat nose of the pliers. 

The 


very simple as shown in the illustrations. 


method of slitting duplex wire is 
sy inserting the jaws in the duplex wire 
and drawing the pliers toward the operator, 
the braid is cut as rapidly and as clean as a 
piece of cloth with a pair of sharp scissors. 

The plier is equipped with three sets of 
jaws used for duplex slitting, wire cutting 
cutting respectively. The 


and insulation 


tool as manufactured is for use with 
No. 14. rubber 
should there be a sufficient 


with other sizes of 


now 


covered wire only, but 


demand it will 
be made for uses wire. 


—e— 





i. a 
manager of the St. 


BRACKETT, recently appointed sales 


Louis branch for the 


American Electric Fuse Co., of Muskegon, 
Mich., was for the past seven or eight years 
with the McCord Manufacturing Company 

‘ of Chicago and Detroit, 
of the Gibraltar Manufacturing 


one of the McCord 


and was secretary 
Company, 
Manufacturing Com 
pany’s subsidiary concerns. 

Mr. Brackett has a 
the entire United States as special sales representative for 
the McCord Manufacturing Company. His St. 


wide acquaintance, having covered 


Louis ad- 
dress is 1526 Chemical Building, where he will carry a com- 





Method of Cutting Wire Insulation for Making Joints. 


in the same length of time and do the work much better 
than three wiremen working with jack knives. It is a well- 
known fact that more time is wasted by workmen with dull 


Slitting the Insulation on Wire. 


plete stock of all the American Electric Fuse Company’s 
products and will represent that firm exclusively in the 
southwest, making all the southwestern cities. 











Patented Circuits and Apparatus 


TELEPHONE SYSTEM. 
Webster, Chicago, IIl., patent 949,012, Feb. 15, 
assigned to Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co. 
In this system the cut-off relay R® has two coils, 4 and 5 
which are both included in the same line conductor when the 
subscriber is calling, so that the line wires need not be bal- 


H. G. 1910 
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anced to insure inactivity on the part of this relay until the 
plug is inserted. The line relay R, however, responds. A re- 
tardation coil 14 is included in the line wire 3. Positive bat- 
tery is permanently connected to the top of the jack and nega- 
tive to the sleeve. 

In the cord circuit, the battery has one pole permanently 
connected with the tip and sleeve strands of the cord circuit. 

When the plug is inserted, a surplus of current in winding 5 
actuates relay R* and winding 4 and relay FR are short cir- 
cuited. 

MEASURED SERVICE SYSTEM. 
H. D. Stroud, Chicago, Ill., patent 948,979, Feb. 8, 1910, as 
signed to Stroud International Measured Service Co., 
St. Louis, Mo. 

In this system, two line conductors in parallel and the earth 
are used to send the call registering impulses. An electro- 
magnet is placed at the exchange and the subscriber momen- 
tarily actuates this magnet. The magnet is then locked by a 
local circuit, and a relay releases it when the plug is inserted. 

TELEPHONE ATTACHMENT. 
Thompson, Wheeling, W. Va., patent 949,690, Feb. 15, 
1910. 
‘This patent is designed to provide a means for mounting a 


Wee. Eh. 


telegraphone or speech-recording device control apparatus 
directly on the stand of a desk telephone. This control appa- 
ratus is a switching device for throwing the telephone or 
telegraphone into or out of circuit, and contemplates using the 
telephone receiver for listening to the speech-recording device. 
DISINFECTANT MOUTHPIECE. 
Evans, Westerville, Ohio, patent 947,966, Feb. 1, 1910. 
cylindrical member about the 
It comprises a disin- 


E.. 1. 
This invention provides a 
mouthpiece near the transmitter front. 
fectant receptacle, a porous member for absorbing the disin- 
fecant, and means for positioning said porous member and 
regulating the flow of disinfectant thereinto. 
TELEPHONE SELECTING SYSTEM. 
David W. Jones, Dora, Texas, patent 949,235, Feb. 15, 1910. 
This is a lockout telephone system having a generator at 
the substations operating a circuit-breaking device to send im- 
pulses, and a clock escapement mechanism to control the signal. 
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WIRE CONNECTOR. 

E. Schmidmer, Nuremberg, Germany, patent 947,601, 
1910, assigned one-half to Bernhard Wilmsen, Philadelphia. 
This connector consists of a tube adapted to receive two 

wires inserted at opposite extremities. The inserted 

abut against closed portions of the tube at the extremity 
thereof opposite to that in which the wire is inserted. The 


Jan. 25, 


wires 


tube and inserted wires are then twisted in the usual manner. 


ANTISEPTIC MOUTHPIECE ATTACHMENT 
Savage, New York, N. Y., patent 949,159, Feb. 15, 
assigned to Oakville Co., Waterbury, Conn. 


O. Fi. 1910, 

This device consists of a circular ring carrying disinfectant 

adapted for attachment to the flaring end of the mouthpiece. 
TRANSMISSION SYSTEM. 

O. T. Lademan, Milwaukee, Wis., patent 949,187, Feb. 15, 1910, 
assigned to Railway Telephone & Electric Co., Chicago, III. 
[his system is designed for railway use and contemplates a 

plurality of bridged telephones having receivers whose im- 

pedance is less in proportion to the distance they are away 

from the central station. 
WIRELESS TELEPHONE TRANSMITTER. 

A. A.’ Jahnke, San Francisco, Cal., patent 948,609, Feb. 8, 1910, 
assigned one-half to S. C. Tate, San Francisco, Cal. 
This transmitter has a chamber 
enclosed by a porous wall of lava or mineral talc, about which 


carbon or carborundum 
is a receptacle containing a volatile liquid such as alcohol. 
When the diaphragm is actuated, the carbon granules are 
pressed together and their resistance is diminished. They heat, 
and thereby insure the vaporization of the liquid to corre- 
spondingly increase the transmitter current-carrying capacity. 
MULTIPLE-STATION TELEPHONE LINE. 
A. J. Farmer, Detroit, Mich., patent 949,530, Feb. 15, 1910. 

This lockout system does not use step-by-step devices but 
instead, as the call for a given station is being sent out, con- 
nects one interstation line branch to the preceding one, thus 
completing the circuit until the proper station is reached 

AUXILIARY SIGNALING APPARATUS. 
C. S. Winston, Chicago, patent 947,320, Jan. 25, 1910. As- 
signed to Kellogg Switchboard and Supply Co. 

This system is designed to permit of sending watchmen’s 
reports, fire alarm signals, etc., to the central office. The ap- 
paratus consists of segmental wheels which when rotated, send 
impulses over the line wires by intermittently closing the cir- 
cuit at the substation. The line relay has an extra armature. 
Whenever the impulses are sent over the line, a circuit is es- 
tablished through a magnet which thereby permits the stylus 
fastened to its armature to record the impulses upon a tape. 
A mechanism continually draws the tape over a wheel and 
across the point of the stylus. 

TELEPHONE SELECTING APPARATUS. 

Nicholas, Columbus, O., and W. G. Rich, Rochester, 
N. Y., patent 949,378, Feb. 15, 1910, assigned to 

Nicholas Telephone Selector Co., Rochester. 


C. EE: 


This step-by-step system has a main circuit, an instrument 
circuit and contacts therein, one of which is movable relatively 
to the other, and means for disengaging them. A 
normally holds the contacts in engagement. There is 
provided a magnet for operating the controller in one direc- 
tion to release the contacts, and a device on the controller for 
subsequently closing the contacts thus released. 


controller 


also 




















Condensed News Reports 


Officers of companies are earnestly requested to forward us promptly all financial and other state. 
ments as soon as issued and any items of interest as to their plants and systems 








PERSONAL. 
J. J. CARTY, chief engineer of the American Telephone & 
Telegraph Company, who has been in the hospital for some 


weeks recently, having undergone an 
be thoroughly restored to health. 


MR. E. G. TILLOTSON, chairman of the board of directors, 
Cuyahoga Telephone Company, Cleveland, O., has been elected 
second vice-president of the Guarantee Title & Trust Company, 
to assume executive charge of the mortgage loan department, 
at a meeting of the recently re-elected directors of the company. 
Mr. Tillotson has been a director for some years. 


operation, now seems to 


OBITUARY. 
MR. A. H. AVERILL, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, a prominent 
banker, and at one time a heavy investor in and developer of 


telephone properties, is dead. Mrs. Averill’s death occurred with- 
in twenty-four hours of that of her husband. 

M. G. MILLER, of Olathe, Kan., and for some years president 
of the Second Congressional District Association of Independent 
Telephone Companies, died on January 26 at his home. Mr. 
Miller will be greatly missed by the companies with whom he had 
dealings on account of his effective work with them, as well as 
his admirable qualities as a man. 


NEW COMPANIES. 


DUBUQUE, IA.—The secretary of state has filed the articles 
of incorporation of the Rose Valley Telephone Company, capital 
stock $10,000. 

WREN HILL, IA.—The Wren Hill Telephone Company has 
been incorporated by John Nonnon, S. D. Grey, J. S. Carson, M. 
C. Foster, Frank Fox and John Brinegar. 

HELENA, MONT.—Articles of incorporation have been filed by 
the Deerfield Mutual Telephone Company of Deerfield, Montana. 
The company has a capital stock of $12,000, and the directors are 
M. A. Johnson, C. M. Huffine and Charles Cook. The certificate 
Was sent to O. W. Belden, Lewistown, Mont. 

FREEVILLE, N. Y.—The Freeville Telephone Company is the 
name of a new company organized by F. Skilling, F. E. Brown, 
E. T. Brown and A, A. Sager. 

FOUNTAIN SPRINGS, PA.—The Fountain Springs Telephone 
Company was organized and officers were elected. C. Alex Seit- 
zinger is president; and Thos, Richards, treasurer. The company 
is capitalized at $5,000, and will connect its lines with those of 
the American Union Telephone Company, at Reading. The tele- 
phone lines of the new company will reach out to all farms and 
residents between Fountain Springs and Frackville, and west- 
ward to Gordon, 

PENNHALL, PA. (CENTER CO.)—The PennHall Rural Tele- 
phone Company has been incorporated by W. P. Hosterman, Per- 
ecival Tharp, Frank Fisher, and W. A. Neese of Spring Mills, P.a 
J. Calvin Meyer, Bellefontaine, is attorney. The company is cap- 
italized at $1,500. H. B. Hering, Spring Mills is treasurer. 

BELLE FOURCHE, 8. D.—The Belle Fourche and Northern 
Telephone Company is the name of a new company incorporated 
in South Dakota with a capital stock of $60,000. The incorpor- 
ators are: J. W. Smith, W. L. Barbour, A. T. Moore, Joseph and 
PD. Scott. 

KENNEBEC, S. D.—R. E. Brown, C. C. Brown and A. C. 
Hanson are the incorporators of the Kennebec Telephone Com- 
pany with a capital of $5,000. 

FLORESVILLE, TEX.—The Floresville Rural Telephone Com- 
pany was organized and incorporated with a capital stock of 
$6,000, by John W. Wood, W. A. Scott, S. K. Franklin and others. 

CHIPPEWA FALLS, WIS.—The Citizens Telephone Company 
has been organized at Chetek, near Chippewa Falls, with a cap- 
ital stock of $5,000, The company will purchase the present sys- 
tem and install a modern exchange. Connection will be made 
with Chippewa Falls, Eau Claire and Bloomer. 

NEW RICHMOND, WIS.—The St. Croix Telephone Company, 
with a capital stock of $25,000 has been incorporated by John J. 
Padden, Andrew Tobin and L. A. Baker. 

WINNIPEG, MAN., CAN.—Steps are being taken to organize a 
rural telephone company under the provincial act to construct 
a telephone line from Saskatoon, Sask., to Kalida Plains. The 
proposed line will be about ten miles long. H. B. Donay, Kalida 
Plains is the principal party interested in the movement. 

PRINCE ALBERT, SASK., CAN.—The Farmers of the Colles- 
ton District, of which Geo. Ried is one of the principal parties 
interested, are endeavoring to organize a rural telephone com- 
pany. 


FINANCIAL. 


KANKAKEE, ILL.—At the semi-annual meeting of the stock- 
holders of the Independent Telephone Company a 2% per cent 
interest on bonds of the company was ordered paid. The report 
of the manager showed a very substantial gain in the number of 
telephones since the meeting held last August, about 150 tele- 
phones having been installed. 


MASON CITY, ILL.—A 10 per cent dividend has been declared 
by the Mason City Telephone & Telegraph Company, on a capital- 
ization of $7,500. J. F. Culp and H. F. Reason were elected as 
directors at the same meeting. The company is in a very pros- 
perous condition, 


PONTIAC, ILL.—At a meeting of the stockholders of the Au- 
tomatic Home Telephone Company the members decided to in- 
crease its capital stock from $200,000 to $310,000, for the purpose 
of securing funds for the improvement of its system. 


SULLIVAN, IND.—The Merchants Local Telephone Company 
has secured a franchise from the city council. The company was 
organized as a result of the Sullivan Telephone Company increas- 
ing the price for service. The new company declare its purpose 
of building an opposition system. 

HYDEN, KY.—The Hyden Telephone Company has increased 
its capital stock from $3,000 to $5,000 and will use the money 
to improve the lines, also building some extensions. A line will 
be built connecting London, a distance of 40 miles. W. S. 
Wooten is manager of this company. 

SEWARD, NEBR.—The Seward County Telephone Company 
held its annual meeting recently, and reports showed that the 
company did about $24,000 worth of business the past year. A 
dividend of 12 per cent was declared, and 4 per cent was set aside 
for maintenance fund. 

NEW BREMEN, OHIO.—The New Bremen Telephone Company 
has increased its capital stock from $10,000 to $20,000. 

EAST HANOVER, PA.—The East Hanover Telephone Company, 
which was incorporated but a little over two years ago, has de- 
clared its regular semi-annual dividend of 3 per cent. This com- 
pany has met with good success since its incorporation, and is 
fast spreading out over the surrounding country. 

EAU CLAIRE, WIS.—The capital stock of the Eau Claire Coun- 
ty Telephone Company has been increased from $5,000 to $10,000. 

MAYVILLE, WIS.—The Mayville Telephone Company has filed 
an amendment to its charter increasing its capital stock from 
$24,000 to $60,000. 

OCONTO, WIS.—An amendment has been filed to the charter 
of the Farmers’ Telephone Company increasing its capital stock 
to $20,000. Lines will be built to Pensaukee, Abrams, Stiles and 
Little River within the near future. 


CONSTRUCTION. 


LITTLE ROCK, ARK.—The Little Rock Telephone Company 
has received orders from the superintendent of Public Works to 
install new poles along certain streets in the city, where it is said 
the poles are badly decayed. 

LOGANSPORT, IND.—The Panhandle Railroad Company is 
preparing to install an up-to-date telephone system, which will 
be eccnnected with the city telephone lines, and telephones will 
be installed in every office of the local division. 

CLEARSPRING, IND., (Owen Township).—The Mutual Tele- 
phone Company has ordered equipment for the building of a new 
line within the next few weeks. 

TOPEKA, IND.—The Northern Indiana and Southern Michigan 
Telegraph, Telephone and Cable Company is having installed a 
complete metallic telephone system to take the place of its for- 
mer system. F. C. Morrill of La Grange has charge of the work. 

JUBILEE, IA.—The Farmers’ Telephone Company of Jessup, 
the Laporte Public Utility Co., of Laporte, and the Farmers Tel- 
ephone Company of Laporte, have installed a union switchboard 
it Jubilee. 

OSBORNE, KAN.—The Osborne-Cheyenne Telephone Company 
at a recent meeting of the directors and stockholders made some 
arrangements for new construction work and improvements that 
are to be made to the system. It is probable that a new 
switenboard will be installed. 

JEPTHA, KY.—R. M. Davis and F. B. Darwin are making 
arrangements to install a telephone system in this town, besides 
Luilding country lines in the territory surrounding. R. M. Davis, 
of Jeptha, is directly interested in the securing of material, ete. 

MIDDLESBORO, KY.—The Kentucky-Tennessee Telephone 
“Sompany, incorporated a short time ago, has commenced con- 
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struction of a copper trunk line from this city to Knoxville, via 
f.aFollette. The new company is practically a subsidiary of the 
Middlesboro Home Telephone Company and was established with 
a view to securing direct Independent long distance connection 
between this city and Knoxville, instead of reaching Knoxville in 
relays. 


BRITTON, OKLA.—Stockholders of the company organized a 
short time ago for the purpose of erecting a permanent telephone 
exchange for the Britton and Rural Telephone Company is mak- 
ing a move to have its capital stock increased from $3,000, the 
amount named in the charter, to $13,000. With this money the 
company contemplates erecting a three stroy brick building. The 
principal stockholders of the company are G. E. Crawford, Dr. 
B. F. Stewart and J. W. Brown. ! 

PITTSBURG, PA.—A telephone system connecting all the City 
departments, so as to be independent from the telephone service 
of operating companies is to be installed. It is expected that the 
system will be in operation by the 1st of April. 

DALLAS, TEX.—It is reported by J. C. Casler, president of 
the Dallas Telephone Company, now engaged in establishing and 
constructing a system in Dallas, that the present plans are that 
the system be in operation by the spring of 1911. The ex- 
change building is being erected at Harwood and Jackson streets, 
and an ultimate patronage of 35,000 connections is being ar- 
ranged for. 

YOAKUM, TEX.—Work has been commenced on an Independ- 
ent line connecting Yoakum and Stratton, and from there to go 
to Terryville. A double line will be installed from Yoakum to 
Barnes Prairie, and at that place they will divide, one going to 
Terryville, and the other to Stratton. J. Rush, W. K. Mathews, 
and W. E. Garrett are the principal promoters of the enterprise. 

WATERVILLE, WASH.—The Farmers Telephone Company will 
materially improve its lines during the Spring. New poles will be 
placed, and more lines strung, 

BELOIT, WIS.—At the annual meeting of the Beloit Telephone 
Company, plans were discussed for the opening of a new tele- 
phone line in this place. 

BRULE, WIS.—Owners of the new Brule Telephone Company, 
namely, T. W. Jay, A. J. Webster and Henry Denny, are rap- 
idly installing a system in this vicinity. It is the intention of 


the company to latter run a line up the river and make con- 
nections with the various club houses between this place and 
Grand Island Lodge. 

ELECTIONS, 


MULBERRY, ARK.—The Blue Ball and Gravelly Telephone 
Company at its recent meeting elected B. F. Starrt, president; J. 
R. Wilson, secretary, and J. F. Price, treasurer, 

WILMINGTON, DEL.—Stockholders of the Louisville (Ky.) 
Home Telephone Company, incorporated in Delaware, met in Wil- 
mington and elected officers. Judge John M. Lossing, Walton, 
Ky., M. S. Keith, Cincinnati, Ohio; Darwin W. Johnson, William 
A. Coleman, J. D. Powers and George N. Boone, Louisville: A. B. 
Rouse, P. M. Witt, Newport, Ky., C. M. Knofel, New Albany, 
Ind., and John G. Gray, Wilmington, are the directors. 

3ARDOLPH, ILL.—Benjamin Rogers was elected president of 
the Bardolph-Bushnell Telephone Company at an adjourned meet- 
ing held recently. Other officers elected were, vice-president, C. 
A. Swanson; secretary, Claude Pontifex; and treasurer, John Bes- 
sing. 

DANVILLE, ILL.—The election of officers of the Vermillion 
County Telephone Company held at Danville, resulted as follows: 
President and general manager, J. H. Davis; vice-president, C. 
H. Rottger; secretary, G. M. McDowell and treasurer, L. D. Gass. 

BOONE, TA.—The annual directors’ meeting of the Peoples Tel- 
ephone Company was held in Madrid a short time ago, and the 
following officers were elected: President, J. S. Kenison; vice- 
president, C. D,. Bosworth; treasurer, Oscar Oakleaf; secretary 
and general manager, H. C. Graves. 

CRYSTAL, MICH.—L. R. Philips, Carson City, 
president of the Crystal Telephone Company; J. S. Lechner, vice- 
president; J. C. Deyoe, secretary; J. M. Lascelle, treasurer, all of 
Crystal; Carl Eavey, Carson City; J. H. Elliott, Crystal, L. Bar- 
ber, Stanton No. 2, directors, at the recent meeting held by the 
stockholders. 


COEYMANS HOLLOW, N. Y.—The Rural Home Telephone 
Company held its annual meeting and the following directors were 
elected: A. D. Briggs, S. Tompkins, H. Shear, Lindsey Greenel, 
Alden Nodine, Jeff Powell, and E. S. Palmer. A. D. Briggs was 
chosen president; Jefferson Powell, vice-president; E. S. Palmer, 
secretary, and S. Tompkins, treasurer. E, S, Palmer is manager 
of the company. 


BEACH, N. D.—Members elected to the board of direcotrs by 
the stockholders of the Golden Valley Telephone Company are 
J. P. Smith, A. L. Arnold, H. L. Wheeldon, C. E. Barber and E. 
E. Mikkelson. The directors elected J. P. Smith, president; E. 
E. Mikkelson, vice-president; A, L. Arnold, secretary and treas- 
urer. A special meeting will be held later to discuss the advis- 
ability of increasing the capital stock to $50,000. The compnay 
proposes to extend its lines 300 miles during the present year. 


CROOKSVILLE, OHIO.—The annual meeting of the stockhold- 
ers of the Crooksville Telephone Company was held a short time 
ago, and plans discussed and officers elected for the ensuing year. 
J. B. Rhodes of Zanesville was chosen president; T. F. Wilson, 


was elected 
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vice-president; William MHarris, secretary; 
treasurer. The above and §S. R. Souders, H. 
Skidmore, are the directors of the company, 


and J. IL. Bennett, 
Southard, and H. A. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


MINONK, ILL:.—An indeterminate franchise has been granted 
to S. C. Kipp Telephone Company by the City Council: The Kipp 
company intends erecting a new telephone building, to be of con- 
crete and thoroughly fire proof, at a cost of $20,000. A switch- 
board, at a cost of $5,000, has already been contracted for. 


MT. AUBURN, ILL. Wm. J. Finch, of this place, has sold 100 
shares of stock in the Macoupin Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany of Carlinville for $7,000 tec H. C. Wargensted. 

MT. PULASKI, ILL.—A private telephone line was erected by 
the Illinois Central Railroad from the Water works to the Illinois 
Central pumping station. 

ANTHONY, KAN.—George W. Ball, manager of the Independ- 
ent Telephone Company, was called away from his duties for a 
short time by the illness and death of his father. 

ATCHISON, KANS.—The Mutual telephone companies of Atch- 
ison and Leavenworth counties are getting out a combination di- 
rectory comprising about 3,000 subscribers. The Mutual tele- 
phone company at Lansing, which is included in this combine, will 
soon extend its lines to Valley Falls. 

BURTONVILLE, KY.—In order to fill a long felt want of the 
people in the section of Lewis County, the Burtonville-Evenlapia 
Telephone Company was organized with W. B. Propper as pres- 
ident. The system is now in working order. 

DETROIT, MICH.—Representatives of the Home Telephone 
Company of Detroit recently appeared before the State Board of 
Assessors and asked to have an assessment reduced from $1,900,- 
000 to $1,000,000, pleading that the assessed valuation is greatly 
in excess of its real value. 

ROCHESTER, N. Y.—A decision handed down by the Court of 
Appeals in the case of the People against Benj. Rosenthal, a junk 
dealer, resulted in Mr. Rosenthal’s penalty of serving two months 
in the penitentiary, and paying a fine of $250, for having received 
180 pounds of copper wire stolen from the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany. 








NEWPORT, ORE.—The Home Telephone Company has com- 
pleted arrangements for taking over the line of the Yaquina 


Bay Mutual Telephone Company of Lincoln county, which extends 
over the greater part of the county. Extensions will soon be 
made to the lines from Corvallis to Newport, and a new switch- 
board will be installed at Newport. 


CHAMBERSBURG, PA.—The Cumberland Valley Railroad is 
another one of the many railroad companies throughout the 
country to see the value of telephones for train dispatching, and 
it will not be long before a complete system will be installed on 
this company’s lines between Winchester and Harrisburg. It is 
estimated the cost of construction and installation will reach 
$15,000. 

AUSTIN, TEX.—Harry L. Shearer, of San Antonio, was elec- 
trocuted on February 7th, when his foot came in contact with a 
primary light wire of the city. He was working as a lineman 
for the Southwestern Telephone and Telegraph Company. 

MEXIA, TEX.—A. B. Foster, president of the Central Texas 
Telephon Company, of Teague, has been looking over the prop- 
erty of the Mexia Telephone Companp with a view to purcha: 
ing same. 

RUTLAND, VT.—The village of Northfield has an Independ- 
ent telephone company giving service to 210 subscribers. The 
company has built its system and kept everything in good order, 
and within the past year paid off all its indebtedness, besides 
voting a dividend of 5 per cent to its stockholders. This looks 
like a good record for a company operating in a small place. 

TOPPENISH, WASH.—The Yakima Valley Telephone Company 
has increased its capital stock, and will soon move into new quar- 
ters. It is estimated that within the next 90 days over 100 tele- 
phones will be installed, judging from the rate orders are being 
taken by the company. 

EAU CLAIRE, WIS.-—Mr. C. Silkworth who is at the head of 
five rural telephone systems in this vicinity reports that the bus- 
iness is very good all round, and that the lines are being gen- 
erally extended, 

NEW RICHMOND, WIS.—Stockholders of a new telephone 
company which is being organized, to be known as the St. Croix 
Valley Telephone Company, met recently and the organization 
of the company was carried as far as possible. It was decided 
to capitalize the company at $25,000, which will be subscribed 
for by local men. A committee consisting of M. P. McNally, A. 
Tobin and J. J. Paddin was appointed to perfect the organiza- 
tion. 

GUANAJUATO, MEXICO.—A syndicate composed of George 
W. Bryant, Jose Bustamente and Nemecio Ponce, all of Guana- 
juato, has obtained a concession from the government of this 
state for the construction of an extensive system of telephone 
lines in this state, and the establishment of local exchanges in 
Guanajuato and other towns. 





UNDERGROUND. 


SAN JOSE, CAL.—The wires of the Pacific Telephone & Tel- 
egraph Company in the northern and southern parts of the city 
are being placed in underground conduit by the company. 


Out of the Mail Bag 


The old world statesman who said “Never write a letter and 
never destroy one” was considered a wise fish in his day. The 
first part of his motto would hardly be practicable in these 
modern times, but his second suggestion still holds good. 
Necessity compels every business house to preserve its corre- 
spondence, which makes trade for those engaged in the manu- 
facture of letter files. 

Uncle Sam’s letter carriers have brought TELEPHONY an un- 
usual number of gratifying letters from its subscribers lately. 
We say “gratifying” because they prove that the paper we are 
making is liked by telephone men, and it is human nature to 
feel a glow of satisfaction when one’s honest efforts to “boost 
the game” are appreciated. That’s why we call the letters 
gratifying. 

Writing from Camas, Wash., H. S. Parker, manager of the 
Camas Telephone & Electric Company, says: “Attached here- 
to please find draft for my subscription for 1910. I could get 
along with almost anything in my office better than I could 
get along without TreLepHony. I have taken TELEPHONY for 
three years and have saved every copy. I would not take ten 
times what they cost me.” 

If other exchange managers would follow Mr. Parker’s ex- 
ample—and we know that many of them do—they would find 
it pays, as reference to TELEPHONY’s pages would save them a 
great deal many times during the year. 

L. C. Griffiths, engineer for the Central Home Telephone 
Company, of Louisville, Ky., in renewing his subscription, adds 
the following: “TELEPHONY has been a great deal of help to 
me during the past two years, and I feel that I would be un- 
able to offer any suggestion at this time that, if put into effect, 
would make the paper a better one.” 

H. P. Land, of Waterford, Canada, writes: “Enclosed please 
find draft for my subscription to TELEPHONY for another year. 
I appreciate your paper very much and don’t want to miss a 
copy.” 

Needless to state, our Canadian friend has taken the first and 
most important precaution to insure him getting every copy— 
namely, the enclosing of a draft. So long as the mails carry 
back and forth between Canada and “the States,” Brother Land 
will continue to get the best telephone paper published. 

They (the letters) come from far and wide. Here’s one 
from Mayfield, Cal.: 

“Enclosed find money order for my renewal. This makes 
the tenth time I have mailed you my remittance. My first was 
for Volume 2, No. 1, and I hope to continue to do so for as 
many years to come, as each vear TELEPHONY gets better. 
Thanking you, as an old subscriber, I beg to remain, yours 
respectfully, G. A. Fairfield.” 

We hope you get your hope, Mr. Fairfield, and that ten 
years more of TELEPHONY will find you as well pleased as now. 
No wonder California is a great state when peopled by men of 
such good judgment. 

Harry M. Salinas, assistant wire chief of the Inter-State 
Telephone & Telegraph Company at Trenton, N. J., writes: 
“Please find enclosed money order for renewal of my subscrip- 
tion to TeLepHony. It's the best telephone magazine I have 
ever read.” . 

Up in North Dakota is a flourishing little city called New 
Rockford. ‘ Henry W. Wilson is the proprietor of the local tele- 
phone company and under date of February 14 he writes: 
“Enclosed find check for TELEPHONY for the year 1910. I would 
have sent same sooner, but have been busy moving the ex- 
change into a new building. We have put up 2,500 feet of 
cable and been very busy, but could not keep house without 
TrLepHony. I think it necessary for every telephone manager 
to take your paper, or some other good telephone paper. If he 
does not, he is a back number.” 
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“And you can lay to that,” as old Silver says in Treasure 
Island. The man nowadays who wants to keep abreast of the 
times must read a paper devoted to his particular business. In 
no industry is this quite so true as in the telephone industry. 
TELEPHONY constantly tries to help the men in the game, and 
these exhibits from the mail bag prove that we are succeeding. 

Here’s another old subscriber—W. H. Fisher, of Blandins- 
ville, Ill. He writes: “Enclosed find check to renew my sub- 
scription. I think I have every number since you began pub- 
lishing TELEPHONY. Possibly not more than one or two copies 
missing. I like it first rate. Independent telephony has come to 
stay.” 

We wonder if W. H. is any kin to E. B., the pioneer Inde- 
pendent of Michigan? His closing words sound that way, 
don’t they? 

Listen to laconic Logue; “TELEPHONY, c’k enclosed. Can't 
do without TELEPHONY.” (Signed) H. A. Logue, Chambers- 
burg, Pa. 

And here’s one from a Bell man. We won't give his name, 
but he is the main works in one of the big cities on the Pacific 
coast. He says: “I wish to express my hearty appreciation of 
your publication, and am pleased to remain a subscriber.” 

Another Bell man, a wire chief in the East, in a letter 
renewing his subscription says: “I greatly enjoy reading your 
‘Practical Letters,’ ‘Queries from the Field,’ etc., in TELEPHONY. 
I have had eleven years of practical work, starting in as a 
‘ground hog,’ but am not one of those fellows who think they 
know it all. I gain new ideas and‘information from your 
paper every week. I have to smile sometimes at the way in 
which you uphold the Independents and pile it on to the Bell.” 

We are glad it makes you smile, neighbor. The men higher 
up in the Bell organization don’t take such a humorous view 
of it, but, like you, they obtain new ideas and information from 
TELEPHONY every week. And they read it, too, for, as Wilson 
of North Dakota points out, every telephone man who is not a 
back number reads it. 

What’s the matter with Kansas? Not a thing. H. B. Rob- 
erts is the manager of the Dresden Telephone Company, of 
Dresden, Kan., and in the letter remitting for another year’s 
subscription breezily says: “We enjoy TELEPHONY fine and 
dandy. We need it in our business.” 

C. J. Ruch; owner and manager of the Haviland (Kansas) 
Telephone Exchange, writes: “Enclosed please find check to 
cover another year’s subscription. I surely enjoy getting your 
paper. It is a great help to me.” 

The big Shield on Mr. Ruch’s letterhead shows that he 
is a true blue Independent. 

Charles F. Kirst, manager of the Two Rivers (Wis.) Tele- 
phone Company, writes: “Enclosed find check for another 
year’s subscription to TELEPHONY. We think the journal very 
good, but if you would pay a little more attention to the 
‘positions wanted’ and the want column in general it would 
help us more. Otherwise I think TELEPHONY one of the best 
telephone journals published, and we always wait for it to 
come. Wishing you a prosperous new year, we remain,” ete. 

“T enclose check in payment of our subscription to January 1, 
1911,” writes J. R. Adams, secretary of the Arenac Telephone 
Company, of Sterling, Mich . “TELEPHONY is a welcome visitor 
at our office.” 

Right here we want to say that is what we are trying to 
make TELEPHONY—a welcome visitor at the office of every In- 
dependent telephone exchange in the country. Not a visitor 
that lies on the table in its original package for several days 
and is then. chucked into the waste basket or used to kindle 
the fire, but a useful, helpful journal that will repay the reader 
every week for a careful study of its pages. 

L. J. Lawrence is president and general manager of the 
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North State Telephone Company at Murfreesboro, N. C., oper- 
ating exchanges at six cities in that portion of the state. In 
renewing his subscription Mr. Lawrence adds: “TELEPHONY 
is doing a valuable work.” 

We are glad to report that the Independent telephone indus- 
try is growing rapidly south of Mason and Dixon’s line, and 
that our number of subscribers in the South is increasing 
accordingly. 

Here’s a man who renews his subscription for a very good 
He is connected with the Lisbon Telephone Company, 
of Lisbon, Ia. His letter follows: “Enclosed please find post 
office order for my renewal to TeLepHony. I think it the 
journal all telephone men should have. I like it, and that’s the 
Yours very truly, Amos K. Zalesky.” 


reason. 


reason I renew. 

Another letter from Iowa pleases us because it mentions by 
name one of TELEPHONY’s valued contributors, J. C. Kelsey, 
whose virile essays on financial topics are, we believe, the best 
things that have appeared in a telephone journal in many years. 
S. E. Clapp, of the Adel exchange of the Hawkeye Telephone 
Company, writes: “I enclose you herewith a check for sub- 
scription to TELEPHONY for 1910. I cannot keep shop very well 
without it, and am pleased to note that Mr.Kelsey is again in 
the harness. Please send me index for Vol. 17,” etc., etc. 
W. F. Curtis, of Greenfield, Ind., wire chief of the South 
Morrison Telephone Company, writes: “I have been a sub- 
Telephone Journal since 1903, and 
until the merger of that magazine with TELEPHONY, and am of 
subscriber to TELEPHONY. I have gained much val- 
I am glad to say that I have 
reaped much helpful information from your magazine. I have 
filed away every copy, and would like the indexes for the last 
two volumes.” 


scriber of the American 
course a 
uable knowledge from its pages. 


From far Nova Scotia comes a similar letter, signed by R. 
R. Groggett, of Springhill, who explains his failure to renew 
before by saying that a strike had thrown upon him the bur- 
den of superintending the electric light plant of that city as 
well as the telephone system. “I have had to do the best I 
could do,” he writes, “running the electric light plant by night, 
and looking after the telephones and signal service by day. I 
have not time now, nor could I at any time, express my appre- 
ciation of your valuable paper. 
foremost of its 
no doubt in Britain as well. 


There is no question of it 
kind in and I have 
Thanking you for past favors and 


being the America, 
wishing you every success, I am,” ete. 

This with apologies to the Hon. Leland Hume, the high chief 
roarer of the Cumberland Bell! We won’t give the name of 
the writer, nor even his town, for Hume might raise his sal- 
had taken 
The letter, which is from a Cum- 
follows: “Enclosed find my check 


ary—or scalp—if he found one of his employes 
TELEPHONY so many years. 
berland local 


for TELEPHONY for 1910. 


manager, 
I think I am one of your oldest sub- 
scribers, as I am one of those who assisted in starting 
TELEPHONY when the price was 50 cents a year ten years ago. 
I like your paper very much even if you do pitch into the Bell 
pretty hard sometimes. [| like the ‘Practical Letters,’ as 
they help one materially.” 

TELEPHONY likes the following letter because it gives us a hint 
how to make the paper more helpful. J. E. Weisenbarger, of 
Greenville, O., writes: “Enclosed find money order for an- 
other year’s subscription to TELEPHONY. I appreciate the ‘Prac- 
tical Letters’ and articles most, and believe it would increase 
the value of the paper to the small operator by extending this 
department.” 

All right. We are willing and anxious to enlarge the “Prac- 
tical Letters” department and hope that everybody who has 
any suggestions or ideas to offer will send them in. We are 
here to pass ’em along. 

Vernon Cornell, of Union, N. Y., sends in his renewal for 
1910 and adds this postscript: “I have been well pleased with 


your paper in the past, and trust I will be in future.” 


’ 
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So do we. In fact, we will be disappointed if our readers 
don’t like TELEPHONY even better than ever before. If you 
do, let us know. If you don’t, write us about it. In short, 
write us anyway. We want to know how near we come to the 
bull’s eye and also how far we miss it. Only by comparison 
can there come any real improvement. 

B. L. Jones, of Oregon, Wis., slips his check in an envelope 
with this brief but to the point comment: “Here’s my renewal 
to TELEPHONY for 1910. 

For these few kind words much thanks. 

Another Wisconsin man, connected with the Mt. Horeb In- 
“Enclosed find check 
for another year’s subscription to TELEPHONY. It’s a valuable 
asset to any telephone man who is interested in his avoca- 
tion.” 


It’s sure there with the goods.” 


dependent Telephone Company, writes: 


Which is a good way of putting it, too, for we admit that 
is of no use to the man who doesn’t care about 
keeping up-to-date in his work. But is there any such man? 
Not ‘that you could least in the Independent 
telephone business. 

Down at Gravette, Ark., is the Potter Telephone Company, 
a thriving Independent concern, of which J. I. Potter is the 
manager. You may know it is an Independent company by 
the “Shield” on the letterhead. Under date of February 7, 
Mr. Potter sends a draft for his 1910 subscription, as he says, 


TELEPHONY 


notice—at 


“to the best telephone journal in country.” 

And, by way of reciprocating, TELEPHONY thanks all its 
well wishers and assures them that no effort will be spared to 
make the paper still better, and more helpful in the years to 
come. 





Bell Treatment of Connecting Farmers’ Lines Declared 
Unreasonable. 

Poor service to patrons of connecting lines is the charge 
brought against the Northwestern Exchange 
Company by Ole Nygaard in an open letter to the Fergus 
Falls, Minnesota, Journal. He speaks from personal ob- 


Telephone 


servation, and says: 

“Mr. Wainman (of the Bell company) 
Northwestern Co. connects at present with the 
Co. at Underwood. That is true as far as it 
what does it do both to farmers and 
Fergus Falls? I desire to state for the information of Mr. 
Wainman some of my own experience with that connec- 
tion. While I was on the farm I had a telephone in my 
house as I was a shareholder in the Park Region Co. My 
wife was ill in the hospital here at Fergus and I had oc- 
casion frequently to telephone to her, besides other busi- 
ness here at Fergus. But in the majority of times got the 
answer ‘Can’t connect.’ Finally I decided to move into 
Fergus to live permanently and installed one of your tele- 
phones with the intention in some way to get communication 
with my farm and direct my business in and around Dalton, 
but found to my disappointment it was next to impossible 
to send a message, besides not counting the expense, and 
I ordered the telephone taken away and it will be a time 
before the company will have a chance to squeeze money 


states that the 
ark Region 
goes. Sut 


service citizens of 


out of me for their poor service.” 





Honor Shown a Telephone Pioneer. 

At the inauguration, the 7th of December, of the 
Stockholm High School in Sweden, a very important educa- 
tional institution, eight honorary doctors were promoted, all 
being well-known scientists throughout 

At the close of the festivity, it was made known that also 
Mr. L. M. Ericsson, founder of the well-known telephone 
manufacturing companies of the same name and a leader in the 
development of many operating companies, had been intended 
to be promoted, but Mr. Ericsson had declined the distinc- 
tion which was offered him. 


new 


Europe. 











In the Rural Line Districts 


C. W. Sutton now has charge of the telephone switch and 
will also have in a stock of groceries in a few days.—Gray 
County Letter in Fowler (Kan.) Gazette. 

A special telephone meeting was called for the purpose of 
disposing of Burts telephone and make preparations for run- 
ning another wire out from Galva to accommodate the neigh- 
bors that have no telephone. You outsiders have a good chance 
now. Why don’t you push it?—Good Hope Correspondence, 
Canton (Kan.) Pilot. 

Lieut. Marlborough Churchill of the regular army was at 
Fort Logan yesterday, where he inspected the telephone plant 
and service. He left for Fort Sill, Okla., last night. He is 
making similar inspections at all the posts in this section of 
the country.—Little Rock (Ark.) Gazette. 

Louis Schmidt, one of our telephone linemen, furnished 
a little excitement for the crowd in the postoffice last 
Monday when he received a valentine which evidently was 


line so as to make connections with the big pole line straight 
north of Ab Hendricks’ farm. They also purchased the Wm. 
Littlepage shares and interest in line and decided upon other 
improvements.— Correspondence “By Judge” in Medford 
(Okla.) Star. 

T. W. Harmon has been employed to put up a new wire for 
the Nodaway Telephone Company. This is a wise move in 
the company, as service has been poor on this line for some 
time. Other companies would do well to follow their example. 
—Guilford (Mo.) Times. 

The Bavaria Telephone Company put a phone in the depot 
Monday.—Bavaria Correspondence, Salina (Kan.) Journal. 

Boundless joy was brought to the hearts of the “Hello” girls 
of the Interstate Telephone office, when a good many of the 
warm-hearted subscribers presented them with candy and books, 
and a great many other articles all too numerous to mention. 
Miss Daugherty, chief operator, was in charge of the presen- 
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Louis Schmidt, the Telephone Lineman, Received a Valentine Which Did Not Please Him. 


not intended to warm his heart with tender affections. He 
immediately flew into a terrible rage, jumped on the 
valentine with both feet and éven threatened to clean out 
the postoffice. He might have done considerable damage 
but for the timely arrival of Marshall Allison, who quickly 
marched him out to a place of safety—Tiosa (La.) Reflector. 

The Burdett telephone lines are in very bad shape, the recent 
heavy sleet and snow having broken a great many posts. If 
all would pay up their dues and assessments we would soon 
have our high poles, but some are very backward. They would 
like to have good service over the line, but don’t like to go in 
and settle up. We can’t have good service until the wires are 
up in good shape.—Larned (Kan.) Teller and Toiler. 

The H. C. and J. line of the Crooked Creek Valley telephone 
system met Saturday evening last and voted to change their 
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tation of the gifts, which were heaped high on a beautifully 
decorated table in the center of the room.—Springfield (JIl.) 
State Register. 

Miss Emma Butcher, for a year or more with the Pioneer 
Telephone Company in this city as night supervisor, has been 
promoted in the service and appointed as chief supervisor of 
the Pioneer office at McAlester. Miss Butcher went to Mc- 
Alester last night to assume her position—Muskogee (Okla.) 
Phoenix. 

The Peoples’ telephone office has been moved from the Philip 
Boone resident to the barber shop and Mr. Allen installed as 
central operator. Mrs. Boone will work for the company untit 
the first of the year, after which she expects to go to Oregon 
to visit her father—Luther Correspondence, Boone (la. 
Democrat. 








